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When a poet addresses a living person--whether friend or enemy, lover or sister--we recognize the
expression of intimacy. But what impels poets to leap across time and space to speak to invisible listeners,
seeking an ideal intimacy--George Herbert with God, Walt Whitman with a reader in the future, John
Ashbery with the Renaissance painter Francesco Parmigianino? In Invisible Listeners, Helen Vendler argues
that such poets must invent the language that will enact, on the page, an intimacy they lack in life.

Through brilliantly insightful and gracefully written readings of these three great poets over three different
centuries, Vendler maps out their relationships with their chosen listeners. For his part, Herbert revises the
usual "vertical" address to God in favor of a "horizontal" one-addressing God as a friend. Whitman hovers in
a sometimes erotic, sometimes quasi-religious language in conceiving the democratic camerado, who will,
following Whitman's example, find his true self. And yet the camerado will be replaced, in Whitman's verse,
by the ultimate invisible listener, Death. Ashbery, seeking a fellow artist who believes that art always distorts
what it represents, finds he must travel to the remote past. In tones both tender and skeptical he addresses
Parmigianino, whose extraordinary self-portrait in a convex mirror furnishes the poet with both a theory and
a precedent for his own inventions.

By creating the forms and speech of ideal intimacy, these poets set forth the possibility of a more complete
and satisfactory human interchange--an ethics of relation that is uncoerced, understanding, and free.
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From reader reviews:

Rosemarie Sanders:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Invisible Listeners: Lyric
Intimacy in Herbert, Whitman, and Ashbery? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Anne Hahn:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the book untitled Invisible Listeners: Lyric Intimacy in Herbert, Whitman, and
Ashbery can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Nathan Pope:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Invisible Listeners: Lyric Intimacy in Herbert, Whitman, and
Ashbery why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint
you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Loretta Pena:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know everything
we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has been exactly
added. This book Invisible Listeners: Lyric Intimacy in Herbert, Whitman, and Ashbery was filled regarding
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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