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From 1918’s Tickless Time through Waiting for Lefty, Death of a Salesman, A Streetcar Named Desire, A
Raisin in the Sun, and The Prisoner of Second Avenue to 2005’s The Clean House, domestic labor has
figured largely on American stages. No dramatic genre has done more than the one often dismissively
dubbed “kitchen sink realism” to both support and contest the idea that the home is naturally women’s
sphere. But there is more to the genre than even its supporters suggest.

In analyzing kitchen sink realisms, Dorothy Chansky reveals the ways that food preparation, domestic labor,
dining, serving, entertaining, and cleanup saturate the lives of dramatic characters and situations even when
they do not take center stage. Offering resistant readings that rely on close attention to the particular cultural
and semiotic environments in which plays and their audiences operated, she sheds compelling light on the
changing debates about women’s roles and the importance of their household labor across lines of class and
race in the twentieth century.

The story begins just after World War I, as more households were electrified and fewer middle-class
housewives could afford to hire maids. In the 1920s, popular mainstream plays staged the plight of women
seeking escape from the daily grind; African American playwrights, meanwhile, argued that housework was
the least of women’s worries. Plays of the 1930s recognized housework as work to a greater degree than ever
before, while during the war years domestic labor was predictably recruited to the war effort—sometimes
with gender-bending results. In the famously quiescent and anxious 1950s, critiques of domestic normalcy
became common, and African American maids gained a complexity previously reserved for white leading
ladies. These critiques proliferated with the re-emergence of feminism as a political movement from the
1960s on. After the turn of the century, the problems and comforts of domestic labor in black and white took
center stage. In highlighting these shifts, Chansky brings the real home.
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From reader reviews:

Louis Venable:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important for people. The book Kitchen Sink Realisms: Domestic Labor, Dining, and Drama in
American Theatre (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture) had been making you to know about other knowledge
and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve Kitchen Sink
Realisms: Domestic Labor, Dining, and Drama in American Theatre (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture) is not
only giving you more new information but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend
your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Kitchen Sink
Realisms: Domestic Labor, Dining, and Drama in American Theatre (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture). You
never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Sheila Cyr:

Here thing why this Kitchen Sink Realisms: Domestic Labor, Dining, and Drama in American Theatre
(Studies Theatre Hist & Culture) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book is
good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not.
Kitchen Sink Realisms: Domestic Labor, Dining, and Drama in American Theatre (Studies Theatre Hist &
Culture) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but there
is no e-book that similar with Kitchen Sink Realisms: Domestic Labor, Dining, and Drama in American
Theatre (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes
about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Kitchen Sink Realisms: Domestic Labor, Dining,
and Drama in American Theatre (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture) in e-book can be your option.

Kristen Self:

Exactly why? Because this Kitchen Sink Realisms: Domestic Labor, Dining, and Drama in American
Theatre (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to
snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So ,
still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Perry Payne:

Beside this specific Kitchen Sink Realisms: Domestic Labor, Dining, and Drama in American Theatre



(Studies Theatre Hist & Culture) in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
Kitchen Sink Realisms: Domestic Labor, Dining, and Drama in American Theatre (Studies Theatre Hist &
Culture) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get
what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement
here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the
idea? Find this book in addition to read it from today!
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