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he concept of citizenship that achieved full legal form and force in mid-nineteenth-century America had
English roots in the sense that it was the product of a theoretical and legal development that extended over
three hundred years. This prize-winning volume describes and explains the process by which the
cirumstances of life in the New World transformed the quasi-medieval ideas of seventeenth-century English
jurists about subjectship, community, sovereignty, and allegiance into a wholly new doctrine of "volitional
allegiance."

The central British idea was that subjectship involved a personal relationship with the king, a relationship
based upon the laws of nature and hence perpetual and immutable. The conceptual analogue of the subject-
king relationship was the natural bond between parent and child.

Across the Atlantic divergent ideas were taking hold. Colonial societies adopted naturalization policies that
were suited to practical needs, regardless of doctrinal consistency. Americans continued to value their status
as subjects and to affirm their allegiance to the king, but they also moved toward a new understanding of the
ties that bind individuals to the community. English judges of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
assumed that the essential purpose of naturalization was to make the alien legally the same as a native, that
is, to make his allegiance natural, personal, and perpetual. In the colonies this reasoning was being reversed.
Americans took the model of naturalization as their starting point for defining all political allegiance as the
result of a legal contract resting on consent.

This as yet barely articulated difference between the American and English definition of citizenship was
formulated with precision in the course of the American Revolution. Amidst the conflict and confusion of
that time Americans sought to define principles of membership that adequately encompassed their ideals of
individual liberty and community security. The idea that all obligation rested on individual volition and
consent shaped their response to the claims of Parliament and king, legitimized their withdrawal from the
British empire, controlled their reaction to the loyalists, and underwrote their creation of independent
governments.

This new concept of citizenship left many questions unanswered, however. The newly emergent principles
clashed with deep-seated prejudices, including the traditional exclusion of Indians and Negroes from
membership in the sovereign community. It was only the triumph of the Union in the Civil War that allowed
Congress to affirm the quality of native and naturalized citizens, to state unequivocally the primacy of the
national over state citizenship, to write black citizenship into the Constitution, and to recognize the volitional
character of, the status of citizen by formally adopting the principle of expatriation.-->
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From reader reviews:

Mark Carter:

This The Development of American Citizenship, 1608-1870 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early
American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind
of The Development of American Citizenship, 1608-1870 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early
American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) without we understand teach the one who reading it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Development of American
Citizenship, 1608-1870 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture,
Williamsburg, Virginia) can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to
be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Development of American
Citizenship, 1608-1870 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture,
Williamsburg, Virginia) having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Amber Weitz:

The reason why? Because this The Development of American Citizenship, 1608-1870 (Published for the
Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Lana Alvis:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Development of American Citizenship, 1608-1870 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early
American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The The Development of American Citizenship, 1608-
1870 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg,
Virginia) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
details for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body
and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to
try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?



Bryant Kelly:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book The Development of American Citizenship, 1608-1870
(Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) was
colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Development of American
Citizenship, 1608-1870 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture,
Williamsburg, Virginia) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or
Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book
are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in
your case and try to like reading which.
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