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Nineteenth-century Britain was a world in play. The Victorians invented the weekend and built hundreds of
parks and playgrounds. In the wake of Darwin, they re-imagined nature as a contest for survival. The playful
child became a symbol of the future.

A world in play means two things: a world in flux and a world trapped, like Alice in Wonderland, in a ludic
microcosm of itself. The book explores the extent to which play (competition, leisure, mischief, luck,
festivity, imagination) pervades nineteenth-century literature and culture and forms the foundations of the
modern self. Play made the Victorian world cohere and betrayed the illusoriness of that coherence. This is
the paradox of modernity. Kaiser gives an account of how certain Victorian misfits—working-class
melodramatists of the 1830s, the reclusive Emily Brontë, free spirits Robert Louis Stevenson and John Muir,
mischievous Oscar Wilde—struggled to make sense of this new world. In so doing, they discovered the art of
modern life.
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From reader reviews:

Arlene Martin:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you should have this The World in Play: Portraits of a Victorian Concept.

Irma Huges:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The World in Play: Portraits of a Victorian Concept
as your daily resource information.

Daniel Downey:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The World in Play:
Portraits of a Victorian Concept which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
see.

Teresa White:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By book The World in Play: Portraits of a Victorian Concept we can consider more advantage. Don't
you to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book
that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book The World in Play:
Portraits of a Victorian Concept. You can more inviting than now.
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