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Students in Japan, China, and Korea are among the world's top performers on standardized math and science
tests. The nations of East Asia are also leading manufacturers of consumer goods that incorporate scientific
breakthroughs in telecommunications, optics, and transportation. Yet there is a startling phenomenon known
throughout Asia as the "creativity problem." While East Asians are able to use science, they have not
demonstrated the ability to invent radically new systems and paradigms that lead to new technologies. In
fact, the legal and illegal transfer of technology from the West to the East is one of the most contentious
international business issues. Yet Asians who study and work in the West and depend upon Western
languages for their research are among the most creative and talented scientists, no less so than their Western
counterparts.

William C. Hannas contends that this paradox emerges from the nature of East Asian writing systems, which
are character-based rather than alphabetic. Character-based orthographies, according to the author, lack the
abstract features of alphabetic writing that model the thought processes necessary for scientific creativity.
When first learning to read, children who are immersed in a character-based culture are at a huge
disadvantage because such writing systems do not cultivate the ability for abstract thought. Despite the
overwhelming body of evidence that points to the cognitive side-effects, the cultural importance of
character-based writing makes the adoption of an alphabet unlikely in the near future.
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From reader reviews:

Ila Petty:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book The Writing on the Wall: How Asian Orthography Curbs
Creativity (Encounters with Asia). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long
as we know about how is important some sort of book The Writing on the Wall: How Asian Orthography
Curbs Creativity (Encounters with Asia). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by
a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this
era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it
when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Ann Bland:

The experience that you get from The Writing on the Wall: How Asian Orthography Curbs Creativity
(Encounters with Asia) could be the more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more
you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Writing on the
Wall: How Asian Orthography Curbs Creativity (Encounters with Asia) giving you buzz feeling of reading.
The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read this
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We suggest you for having this kind of The Writing on the Wall: How Asian Orthography
Curbs Creativity (Encounters with Asia) instantly.

Melinda Anderson:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this The
Writing on the Wall: How Asian Orthography Curbs Creativity (Encounters with Asia).

Sylvia Ferland:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this guide. This The Writing on the Wall: How Asian
Orthography Curbs Creativity (Encounters with Asia) is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car,
in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you
can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone.



Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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