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The description 'definitive' is too easily used, but Donald Rayfield's biography of Chekhov merits it
unhesitatingly. To quote no less an authority than Michael Frayn:

'With question the definitive biography of Chekhov, and likely to remain so for a very long time to come.
Donald Rayfield starts with the huge advantage of much new material that was prudishly suppressed under
the Soviet regime, or tactfully ignored by scholars. But his mastery of all the evidence, both old and new - a
massive archive - is magisterial, his background knowledge of the period is huge; his Russian is sensitive to
every colloquial nuance of the day, and his tone is sure. He captures a likeness of the notoriously elusive
Chekhov which at last begins to seem recognisably human - and even more extraordinary.'

Chekhov's life was short, he was only forty-four when he died, and dogged with ill-health but his plays and
short stories assure him of his place in the literary pantheon. Here is a biography that does him full justice, in
short, unapologetically to repeat that word 'definitive'.

'I don't remember any monograph by a Western scholar on a Russian author having such success. . . Nikita
Mikhalkov said that before this book came out we didn't know Chekhov. . . The author doesn't invent, add or
embellish anything . . . Rayfield is motivated by the Westerner's urge not ot hold information back, however
grim it may be.' Anatoli Smelianski, Director of Moscow Arts Theatre School

'It is hard to imagine another book about Chekhov after this one by Donald Rayfield.' Arthur Miller, Sunday
Times

'Donald Rayfield's exemplary biography draws on a daunting array of material inacessible or ignored by his
predecessors.' Nikolai Tolstoy, The Literary Review

'Donald Rayfield, Chekhov's best and definitive biographer.' William Boyd, Guardian
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From reader reviews:

Francine Nott:

This Anton Chekhov: A Life book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind
of Anton Chekhov: A Life without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Anton Chekhov: A Life can bring any time you are and not
make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile
phone. This Anton Chekhov: A Life having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will
not really feel uninterested in reading.

Mary Perez:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can help
men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Anton Chekhov: A Life book because
book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there
is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Denise Niemi:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Anton Chekhov: A Life publication
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who
all read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Anton Chekhov: A Life as good book not just
by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with,
so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Sandra Leggett:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
collection in your reading list is Anton Chekhov: A Life. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills
can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can
get many advantages.
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