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Although he never lived in Harlem, Chester Himes commented that he experienced “a sort of pure
homesickness” while creating the Harlem-set detective novels from his self-imposed exile in Paris. Through
writing, Himes constructed an imaginary home informed both by nostalgia for a community he never knew
and a critique of the racism he left behind in the United States. Half a century later, Michelle Cliff wrote
about her native Jamaica from the United States, articulating a positive Caribbean feminism that at the same
time acknowledged Jamaica’s homophobia and color prejudice. 

In At Home in Diaspora, Wendy Walters investigates the work of Himes, Cliff, and three other twentieth-
century black international writers—Caryl Phillips, Simon Njami, and Richard Wright—who have lived in
and written from countries they do not call home. Unlike other authors in exile, those of the African diaspora
are doubly displaced, first by the discrimination they faced at home and again by their life abroad.
Throughout, Walters suggests that in the absence of a recoverable land of origin, the idea of diaspora comes
to represent a home that is not singular or exclusionary. In this way, writing in exile is much more than a
literary performance; it is a profound political act. 

Wendy W. Walters is assistant professor of literature at Emerson College.
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Leiva:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of At Home in Diaspora:
Black International Writing (Critical American Studies) book as beginner and daily reading publication.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Randy Johnson:

The reserve with title At Home in Diaspora: Black International Writing (Critical American Studies)
includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This
book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world
now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read
the item anywhere you want.

Rachel Kaufman:

Often the book At Home in Diaspora: Black International Writing (Critical American Studies) has a lot
details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very
famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Jeffrey Chambers:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book At Home in Diaspora: Black International Writing
(Critical American Studies) was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book At Home
in Diaspora: Black International Writing (Critical American Studies) has many kinds or style. Start from kids
until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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