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After the feverish mobilization of secession had faded, why did Southern men join the Confederate army?
Kenneth Noe examines the motives and subsequent performance of "later enlisters." He offers a nuanced
view of men who have often been cast as less patriotic and less committed to the cause, rekindling the debate
over who these later enlistees were, why they joined, and why they stayed and fought.

Noe refutes the claim that later enlisters were more likely to desert or perform poorly in battle and reassesses
the argument that they were less ideologically savvy than their counterparts who enlisted early in the
conflict. He argues that kinship and neighborhood, not conscription, compelled these men to fight: they were
determined to protect their families and property and were fueled by resentment over emancipation and
pillaging and destruction by Union forces. But their age often combined with their duties to wear them down
more quickly than younger men, making them less effective soldiers for a Confederate nation that
desperately needed every able-bodied man it could muster.

Reluctant Rebels places the stories of individual soldiers in the larger context of the Confederate war effort
and follows them from the initial optimism of enlistment through the weariness of battle and defeat.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Flynn:

The book Reluctant Rebels: The Confederates Who Joined the Army after 1861 (Civil War America) can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must
we leave a good thing like a book Reluctant Rebels: The Confederates Who Joined the Army after 1861
(Civil War America)? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book
can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book Reluctant Rebels: The Confederates Who Joined the Army after 1861 (Civil War America) has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world
by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Gary Rose:

The e-book untitled Reluctant Rebels: The Confederates Who Joined the Army after 1861 (Civil War
America) is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content
that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information
that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Reluctant Rebels: The
Confederates Who Joined the Army after 1861 (Civil War America) from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Lorraine Woodward:

Beside this particular Reluctant Rebels: The Confederates Who Joined the Army after 1861 (Civil War
America) in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being
worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Reluctant Rebels: The
Confederates Who Joined the Army after 1861 (Civil War America) because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features
of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book in
addition to read it from today!

Kenneth Lambert:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the
list of books in the top list in your reading list will be Reluctant Rebels: The Confederates Who Joined the



Army after 1861 (Civil War America). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you
closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many
advantages.
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