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This book considers the Arabic biographies of Prophet Muhammad, the earliest of which dates from two
centuries after hislife. These biographies, prized by Muslims, have been approached in the Western study of
Islam from arange of positions. Some scholars reject them entirely, seeing in them products of the Muslim
community’ sidealisation of its history, while others accept them at face value, reasoning that, if not exact
versions of events, the events could not have differed too much from their descriptions.

The author revisits the debate and reconsiders several key incidents in the life of the Prophet. By compiling
an extensive corpus of materials and comparing them closely, this book analyses the transmission and the
contents of the accounts. It shows that by understanding clearly the interaction in early Islam between written
and oral modes of transmission, and by the judicious sieving of the accounts, as well as the lines of
transmission, we can sometimes reach back to that generation of Muslims who though not themselves
witness to the events were younger contemporaries of those who were. Establishing a solid basis for the
informed study of Muhammad’ s biography and adding to the ongoing debate, this book will appeal to
scholars of early Islam, history and theology.
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From reader reviews:
Jessica Bradburn:

Reading a book can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a book will give you alot of new
details. When you read areserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this The Biography of Muhammad: Nature and Authenticity (Routledge Studiesin Classical Islam), you
are ableto tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a book.

Aaron Thomsen:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity hereislook different you
can read any book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent 24 hours aday to reading a publication. The book The Biography of Muhammad: Nature and
Authenticity (Routledge Studiesin Classical I1slam) it israther good to read. There are alot of folks that
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mQore quickly to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Sharon Edwards:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. Y ou will
see that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to
your account is The Biography of Muhammad: Nature and Authenticity (Routledge Studiesin Classical
Islam) this publication consist alot of the information of the condition of thisworld now. This kind of book
was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy
to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book
suitable all of you.

Wanda Jacobsen:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book The Biography of Muhammad: Nature



and Authenticity (Routledge Studiesin Classical 1slam) to make your reading isinteresting. Y our skill of
reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy
to study it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It isto beinitial opinion for you to like
to available abook and learn it. Beside that the publication The Biography of Muhammad: Nature and
Authenticity (Routledge Studiesin Classical 1slam) can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel
alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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