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From the beginning of the nineteenth century through to 1960, Protestant missionaries were the most
important intermediaries between South Africa’s ruling white minority and its black majority. The Equality
of Believers reconfigures the narrative of race in South Africa by exploring the pivotal role played by these
missionaries and their teachings in shaping that nation’s history.

The missionaries articulated a universalist and egalitarian ideology derived from New Testament teachings
that rebuked the racial hierarchies endemic to South African society. Yet white settlers, the churches closely
tied to them, and even many missionaries evaded or subverted these ideas. In the early years of settlement,
the white minority justified its supremacy by equating Christianity with white racial identity. Later, they
adopted segregated churches for blacks and whites, followed by segregationist laws blocking blacks’ access
to prosperity and citizenship—and, eventually, by the ambitious plan of social engineering that was
apartheid.

Providing historical context reaching back to 1652, Elphick concentrates on the era of industrialization,
segregation, and the beginnings of apartheid in the first half of the twentieth century. The most ambitious
work yet from this renowned historian, Elphick’s book reveals the deep religious roots of racial ideas and
initiatives that have so profoundly shaped the history of South Africa.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Farrell:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
feel happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual The Equality of
Believers: Protestant Missionaries and the Racial Politics of South Africa (Reconsiderations in Southern
African History) is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

James Koenig:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Equality of Believers:
Protestant Missionaries and the Racial Politics of South Africa (Reconsiderations in Southern African
History), you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Ana May:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is The Equality of Believers: Protestant Missionaries and the Racial Politics
of South Africa (Reconsiderations in Southern African History) this publication consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

Thomas Crittenden:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top record in your reading list is actually The Equality of Believers: Protestant Missionaries and the
Racial Politics of South Africa (Reconsiderations in Southern African History). This book that is qualified as



The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this
book you can get many advantages.
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