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With long, solitary periods at sea, far from literary and cultural centers, sailors comprise a remarkable
population of readers and writers. Although their contributions have been little recognized in literary history,
seamen were important figures in the nineteenth-century American literary sphere. In the first book to
explore their unique contribution to literary culture, Hester Blum examines the first-person narratives of
working sailors, from little-known sea tales to more famous works by Herman Melville, James Fenimore
Cooper, Edgar Allan Poe, and Richard Henry Dana.

In their narratives, sailors wrote about how their working lives coexisted with--indeed, mutually drove--their
imaginative lives. Even at leisure, they were always on the job site. Blum analyzes seamen's libraries,
Barbary captivity narratives, naval memoirs, writings about the Galapagos Islands, Melville's sea vision, and
the crisis of death and burial at sea. She argues that the extent of sailors' literacy and the range of their
reading were unusual for a laboring class, belying the popular image of Jack Tar as merely a swaggering,
profane, or marginal figure. As Blum demonstrates, seamen's narratives propose a method for aligning labor
and contemplation that has broader applications for the study of American literature and history.
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From reader reviews:

Dorathy Byers:

The book The View from the Masthead: Maritime Imagination and Antebellum American Sea Narratives can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a
book The View from the Masthead: Maritime Imagination and Antebellum American Sea Narratives? A
number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you
may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The View from the Masthead: Maritime
Imagination and Antebellum American Sea Narratives has simple shape however you know: it has great and
big function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Janet Huynh:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This The View from
the Masthead: Maritime Imagination and Antebellum American Sea Narratives is our recommendation to
make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Roberto Fetter:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you
have read is The View from the Masthead: Maritime Imagination and Antebellum American Sea Narratives.

Glenda Rizzo:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that filled update of news.
In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the The View from the Masthead: Maritime Imagination and Antebellum American Sea
Narratives when you desired it?
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