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This book vividly presents the gripping history of one of America’s most notorious prisons.  Based on
extensive research with original sources, the author’s narrative covers every period of the prison’s checkered
history, from the awful conditions of the 19th century to the relative improvements of the 20th century to
today. For most of the 19th century Sing Sing was a bastion of inhumane treatment, where guards made
every effort to break the spirit of inmates by a fanatic rule of silence enforced by shockingly brutal
punishments and tortures. In 1920, a dramatic turnaround occurred, when one of criminology’s most
progressive wardens, Lewis Lawes, took over. In command for twenty-one years, Lawes—who believed in
reforming prisoners, not just punishing them—brought almost miraculous changes for the better.

During the 20th century Sing Sing held such infamous prisoners as members of Murder Incorporated, the
Lonely Hearts Killers, Albert "the cannibal" Fish, Lucky Luciano, Louis Lepke, and Ethel and Julius
Rosenberg. Brian recounts their stories and throws in "cameos" of such diverse visiting luminaries as Harry
Houdini, Arthur Conan Doyle, Johnny Cash, John Cheever, and Mother Teresa. Sing Sing has witnessed it
all: from daring, ingenious escapes and the first blood donations by prisoners to inmates volunteering to be
injected with syphilis in the interest of medical science.

Brian's story ends with a glimpse of Sing Sing in the recent past and today, based on his interviews with the
present warden, Brian Fischer; prison guards; a prison psychiatrist; and the daughter of Sing Sing's last
executioner.

A must for fans of true crime, criminology, and urban American history, Brian’s powerfully told story is
both a dramatic page-turner and a definitive history.
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From reader reviews:

Lorraine Briggs:

This Sing Sing are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this
Sing Sing can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book
is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this Sing Sing giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you
trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Erik Herrera:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Sing Sing that give your fun
preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the
means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success
person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick Sing Sing
become your personal starter.

Melvin Bragg:

This Sing Sing is brand-new way for you who has attention to look for some information mainly because it
relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who
still having small amount of digest in reading this Sing Sing can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make
them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book
kind for your better life and knowledge.

William Wright:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. Within this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching
for the Sing Sing when you required it?
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