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Biological immunity as we know it does not exist until the late nineteenth century. Nor does the premise that
organisms defend themselves at the cellular or molecular levels. For nearly two thousand years “immunity,”
a legal concept invented in ancient Rome, serves almost exclusively political and juridical ends. “Self-
defense” also originates in a juridico-political context; it emerges in the mid-seventeenth century, during the
English Civil War, when Thomas Hobbes defines it as the first “natural right.” In the 1880s and 1890s,
biomedicine fuses these two political precepts into one, creating a new vital function, “immunity-as-
defense.” In A Body Worth Defending, Ed Cohen reveals the unacknowledged political, economic, and
philosophical assumptions about the human body that biomedicine incorporates when it recruits immunity to
safeguard the vulnerable living organism.

Inspired by Michel Foucault’s writings about biopolitics and biopower, Cohen traces the migration of
immunity from politics and law into the domains of medicine and science. Offering a genealogy of the
concept, he illuminates a complex of thinking about modern bodies that percolates through European
political, legal, philosophical, economic, governmental, scientific, and medical discourses from the mid-
seventeenth century through the twentieth. He shows that by the late nineteenth century, “the body” literally
incarnates modern notions of personhood. In this lively cultural rumination, Cohen argues that by embracing
the idea of immunity-as-defense so exclusively, biomedicine naturalizes the individual as the privileged
focus for identifying and treating illness, thereby devaluing or obscuring approaches to healing situated
within communities or collectives.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Crowe:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve A Body Worth Defending: Immunity,
Biopolitics, and the Apotheosis of the Modern Body will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much
more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading any
book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking
best book or suited book with you?

Laquita Horton:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of
being bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They
have to answer that question simply because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar
on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this
particular A Body Worth Defending: Immunity, Biopolitics, and the Apotheosis of the Modern Body to read.

Karen Rodriguez:

This A Body Worth Defending: Immunity, Biopolitics, and the Apotheosis of the Modern Body are generally
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this A Body Worth
Defending: Immunity, Biopolitics, and the Apotheosis of the Modern Body can be on the list of great books
you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with
information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all
over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this A Body Worth
Defending: Immunity, Biopolitics, and the Apotheosis of the Modern Body forcing you to have an enormous
of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Etsuko Siler:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like A Body
Worth Defending: Immunity, Biopolitics, and the Apotheosis of the Modern Body which is obtaining the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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