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How did ordinary people experience Japan's modern transformation? What role did people in local areas play
in the making of modern Japan? How do studies of local politics help explain national events?

The dominant account of modern Japanese history focuses on the nation-building that brought Japan into the
modern world. After centuries of isolation, American warships forced Japan to open its doors to the West
and a group of tough new leaders transformed the country into one of the great military and economic
powers of the world. But different perspectives need to be examined. Alternative Narratives introduces other
actors, other places and other dimensions of social and political activity in an attempt to construct a broader
and more complex account of modern Japanese history.

Focusing on the initial years of Japan's modern transformation, from the 1850s to the 1890s, Steele explores
responses of commoners to the arrival of American warships in 1853; the growth of popular political
consciousness; reactions of the residents of Edo in 1868 on the deposition of the shogun; responses of the
village elite to the fall of the old regime; and established frameworks of historical narration - including
American attempts to understand Japan's 1868 civil war.

The author draws upon a wealth of documents, including broadsheets, woodblock prints, political cartoons
and local campaign literature, as well as more conventional material in an endeavour to find new and
different ways to examine the past. This book forms an important resource to students of Japanese history
and culture while simultaneously appealing to scholars interested in the general problem of history and
history-writing.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Logsdon:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Alternative Narratives in Modern Japanese History. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book
Alternative Narratives in Modern Japanese History. You can add know-how and of course you can around
the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Samuel Lashley:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Alternative Narratives in Modern
Japanese History is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Lynette Cavanaugh:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the publication untitled Alternative Narratives in Modern Japanese History can be
very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Belinda Kirwin:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
named of book Alternative Narratives in Modern Japanese History. You can contribute your knowledge by
it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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