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Cosmology and Self in the Apostle Paul challenges the traditional reading of Paul. Troels Engberg-Pedersen
argues that the usual, mainly cognitive and metaphorical, ways of understanding central Pauline concepts,
such as 'being in Christ', 'having God's pneuma (spirit), Christ's pneuma, and Christ himself in one', must be
supplemented by a literal understanding that directly reflects Paul's cosmology.

Engberg-Pedersen shows that Paul's cosmology, not least his understanding of the pneuma, was a materialist,
bodily one: the pneuma was a physical element that would at the resurrection act directly on the ordinary
human bodies of believers and transform them into 'pneumatic bodies'. This literal understanding of the
future events is then traced back to the Pauline present as Engberg-Pedersen considers how Paul conceived
in bodily terms of a range of central themes like his own conversion, his
mission, the believers' reception of the pneuma in baptism, and the way the apostle took the pneuma to
inform his own and their ways of life from the beginning to the projected end.

In developing this picture of Paul's world view, an explicitly philosophically oriented form of interpretation
('philosophical exegesis') is employed, in which the interpreter applies categories of interpretation that make
sense philosophically, whether in an ancient or a modern context. For this enterprise Engberg-Pedersen
draws in particular on ancient Stoic materialist and monistic physics and cosmology - as opposed to the
Platonic, immaterialist and dualistic categories that underlie
traditional readings of Paul - and on modern ideas on 'religious experience', 'self', 'body' and 'practice'
derived from Foucault and Bourdieu. In this way Paul is shown to have spelled out philosophically his
Jewish, 'apocalyptic' world view, which remains a central feature of his thought.

The book states the cosmological case for the author's earlier 'ethical' reading of Paul in his prize-winning
book, Paul and the Stoics (2000).
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Clayton:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question simply because just their
can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from
on kindergarten until university need this Cosmology and Self in the Apostle Paul: The Material Spirit to
read.

Lori Hunt:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Cosmology and Self in the
Apostle Paul: The Material Spirit book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Michael Joslyn:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
you personally is Cosmology and Self in the Apostle Paul: The Material Spirit this publication consist a lot
of the information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world
has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Aimee Buffington:

Beside this particular Cosmology and Self in the Apostle Paul: The Material Spirit in your phone, it can give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have Cosmology and Self in the Apostle Paul: The Material Spirit because
this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get
what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here
cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this



book and also read it from right now!
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