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How did the monks of the Egyptian desert fight against the demons that attacked them with tempting
thoughts? How could Christians resist the thoughts of gluttony, fornication, or pride that assailed them and
obstructed their contemplation of God? According to Evagrius of Pontus (345 '399), one of the greatest
spiritual directors of ancient monasticism, the monk should talk back to demons with relevant passages from
the Bible. His book Talking Back (Antirrhaªtikos) lists over 500 thoughts or circumstances in which the
demon-fighting monk might find himself, along with the biblical passages with which the monk should
respond. It became one of the most popular books among the ascetics of Late Antiquity and the Byzantine
East, but until now the entire text had not been translated into English. From Talking Back we gain a better
understanding of Evagrius's eight primary demons: gluttony, fornication, love of money, sadness, anger,
listlessness, vainglory, and pride. We can explore a central aspect of early monastic spirituality, and we get a
glimpse of the temptations and anxieties that the first desert monks faced.

David Brakke is professor and chair of the Department of Religious Studies in the College of Arts and
Sciences of Indiana University. He studied ancient Christianity at Harvard Divinity School and Yale
University. Brakke is the author of Athanasius and Asceticism and Demons and the Making of the Monk:
Spiritual Combat in Early Christianity, and he edits the Journal of Early Christian Studies.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Oropeza:

The book Evagrius Of Pontus: Talking Back: A Monastic Handbook for Combating Demons (Cistercian
Studies) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why
then must we leave a very important thing like a book Evagrius Of Pontus: Talking Back: A Monastic
Handbook for Combating Demons (Cistercian Studies)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book Evagrius Of Pontus: Talking Back: A Monastic Handbook for Combating Demons
(Cistercian Studies) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
search the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Leggett:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to
answer that question because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this Evagrius Of Pontus:
Talking Back: A Monastic Handbook for Combating Demons (Cistercian Studies) to read.

Tony Valdez:

Here thing why this particular Evagrius Of Pontus: Talking Back: A Monastic Handbook for Combating
Demons (Cistercian Studies) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it
really depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Evagrius Of
Pontus: Talking Back: A Monastic Handbook for Combating Demons (Cistercian Studies) giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that
similar with Evagrius Of Pontus: Talking Back: A Monastic Handbook for Combating Demons (Cistercian
Studies). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in
the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in
recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of Evagrius Of Pontus: Talking Back: A Monastic Handbook for Combating
Demons (Cistercian Studies) in e-book can be your alternative.

Paulette Preston:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That Evagrius Of Pontus: Talking Back: A Monastic



Handbook for Combating Demons (Cistercian Studies) can give you a lot of good friends because by you
checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.
This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that
maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why
hesitate? Let's have Evagrius Of Pontus: Talking Back: A Monastic Handbook for Combating Demons
(Cistercian Studies).
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