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From his groundbreaking Violence and the Sacred and Things Hidden since the Foundation of the World,
René Girard’s mimetic theory is presented as elucidating “the origins of culture.” He posits that archaic
religion (or “the sacred”), particularly in its dynamics of sacrifice and ritual, is a neglected and major key to
unlocking the enigma of “how we became human.” French philosopher of science Michel Serres states that
Girard’s theory provides a Darwinian theory of culture because it “proposes a dynamic, shows an evolution
and gives a universal explanation.” This major claim has, however, remained underscrutinized by scholars
working on Girard’s theory, and it is mostly overlooked within the natural and social sciences. Joining
disciplinary worlds, this book aims to explore this ambitious claim, invoking viewpoints as diverse as
evolutionary culture theory, cultural anthropology, archaeology, cognitive psychology, ethology, and
philosophy. The contributors provide major evidence in favor of Girard’s hypothesis. Equally, Girard’s
theory is presented as having the potential to become for the human and social sciences something akin to
the integrating framework that present-day biological science owes to Darwin—something compatible with
it and complementary to it in accounting for the still remarkably little understood phenomenon of human
emergence.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Richards:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book How We Became Human: Mimetic Theory and
the Science of Evolutionary Origins (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) seemed to be making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you.
The e-book How We Became Human: Mimetic Theory and the Science of Evolutionary Origins (Studies in
Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship with all the book How We Became Human: Mimetic Theory and the
Science of Evolutionary Origins (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture). You never feel lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Claudia Weidner:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read
one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the How We Became Human: Mimetic
Theory and the Science of Evolutionary Origins (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) is kind of
publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Jenny Davis:

The actual book How We Became Human: Mimetic Theory and the Science of Evolutionary Origins
(Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can
get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research before write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this
book.

Sandra Byrom:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from
it. It is referred to as of book How We Became Human: Mimetic Theory and the Science of Evolutionary
Origins (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture). You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the
printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant that, you
must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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