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Seldom in history has a nation engaged in war without knowing the enemy, as the United States has in Iraq.
This book explores, through real life stories, the social and political dynamics at play in Iraq and Iraqi
Kurdistan before the rise of Saddam Hussein. Kirkuk is a hotly contested oil city?a time bomb with the
potential to shatter the fragile hope for unity in Iraq. In this book-half memoir, half history?Iraqi-American
physician Henry Astarjian reveals the turmoil of life under Communism then as a political prisoner in a death
row cell in Iraq and a military prison in Baghdad. Told from an eyewitness perspective, his book gives the
history of Iraq through the life of one of its most volatile towns, through the eyes of a citizen who witnessed
death, kidnapping, corruption, political indoctrination, and open murder in the streets. Originally a Jewish
enclave, Kirkuk was home to Jews, Kurds, Armenians, Turks, and Communists?diverse peoples whose
uncommon experiences contributed to the broader political tensions of the 1958 Revolution that brought
Saddam Hussein to power.

This book is the story of the demographic diversity of this city, its political currents leading to the demise of
the Royal regime of Iraq. It is the story of colonial Britains, Kurds, Turkomans, Assyrians, pre-emigration
Jews, and post-genocidal Armenians, all living together in peace but with deep-seated animosities. Directly
or indirectly they all were involved in surreptitious battles for control over Baba Gurgur, the oil fields of
Kirkuk. Henry Astarjian was both a witness to and a victim of most events of this period. The book also
explores the influences that the British, through the Iraq Petroleum Company (IPC), had in shaping Iraqi
society. This book goes beyond the obvious in detailing the Soviet attempts to gain access to Baba Gurgur
through its surrogates, the Communists, and their efforts to recruit the budding youth. It also tells the story of
the author's incarceration and torture in a death row cell, at the hands of his childhood friend Adnaan Al-
Azzawi, an avowed Communist. The demise of the Hashimite Dynasty in Iraq in 1958, which led to
Communist takeover of the country, touched Astarjian's life personally. His incarceration with the Ba'th
leaders in Al-Rasheed Military Base, gave him a special look at their psyche and a negative sense for the
future of Iraq; that, influenced his decision to leave the country. Finally, the book pursues the psychological
effects the Iraqi defeat in Palestine (1948) had on the Iraqi person and the Armed forces. It details the on-the-
spot formation of the Iraqi Free Officers movement (whose founders later became the author's prison mates)
who, a decade later, waged a coup against the Hashimite regime.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Brown:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The Struggle for Kirkuk: The Rise of Hussein,
Oil, and the Death of Tolerance in Iraq (Praeger Security International). You can choose the best book if you
like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of book The Struggle for Kirkuk:
The Rise of Hussein, Oil, and the Death of Tolerance in Iraq (Praeger Security International). You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple
point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Kristy Lange:

The book The Struggle for Kirkuk: The Rise of Hussein, Oil, and the Death of Tolerance in Iraq (Praeger
Security International) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book The Struggle for Kirkuk: The Rise of
Hussein, Oil, and the Death of Tolerance in Iraq (Praeger Security International) to get your habit, you can
get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a e-book The Struggle for Kirkuk:
The Rise of Hussein, Oil, and the Death of Tolerance in Iraq (Praeger Security International). Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-
book?

Ricky Bodkin:

This The Struggle for Kirkuk: The Rise of Hussein, Oil, and the Death of Tolerance in Iraq (Praeger Security
International) is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who
have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it
information accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are
read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Struggle for Kirkuk:
The Rise of Hussein, Oil, and the Death of Tolerance in Iraq (Praeger Security International) in your hand
like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world in ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi
Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Kirk Nutter:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so



many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but also novel and The Struggle for Kirkuk: The Rise of Hussein, Oil, and
the Death of Tolerance in Iraq (Praeger Security International) as well as others sources were given know-
how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was
created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In
various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Struggle for Kirkuk: The Rise of
Hussein, Oil, and the Death of Tolerance in Iraq (Praeger Security International) to make your spare time a
lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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