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Norman Thomas and his brothers' upbringing prepared them for a life of service-but their calls to
conscience threatened to tear them apart

Conscience is Louisa Thomas's beautifully written account of the remarkable Thomas brothers at the turn of
the twentieth century. At a time of trial, each brother struggled to understand his obligation to his country,
family, and faith. Centered around the story of the eldest, Norman Thomas (later the six-time Socialist
candidate for president), the book explores the difficult decisions the four brothers faced with the advent of
World War I. Sons of a Presbyterian minister and grandsons of missionaries, they shared a rigorous moral
upbringing, a Princeton education, and a faith in the era's spirit of hope.

Two became soldiers. Ralph enlisted right away, heeding President Woodrow Wilson's call to fight for
freedom. A captain in the Army Corps of Engineers, he was ultimately wounded in France. Arthur, the
youngest, was less certain about the righteousness of the cause but sensitive to his obligation as a citizen-and
like so many men eager to have a chance to prove himself. The other two were pacifists. Evan became a
conscientious objector, protesting conscription; when the truce was signed on November 11, 1918, he was in
solitary confinement. Norman left his ministry in the tenements of East Harlem, New York, and began down
the course he would follow for the rest of his life, fighting for civil liberties, social justice, and greater
equality, and against violence as a method of change. Conscience reveals the tension among responsibilities,
beliefs, and desires, between ideas and actions-and, sometimes, between brothers.

Conscience moves from the gothic buildings of Princeton to the tenements of New York City, from the West
Wing of the White House to the battlefields of France, tracking how four young men navigated a period of
great uncertainty and upheaval. A Thomas family member herself (Norman was Louisa's great grandfather),
Thomas proposes that there is something we might recover from the brothers' debates about conscience: a
way of talking about personal liberty and social obligation, about being true to oneself and to one another.

Louisa Thomas's newest book, Louisa, will be published by Penguin Press on April 5th, 2016.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Martha Wilson:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Conscience: Two
Soldiers, Two Pacifists, One Family--a Test of Will and Faith in World War I? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

William Wright:

Conscience: Two Soldiers, Two Pacifists, One Family--a Test of Will and Faith in World War I can be one
of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has
good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into
joy arrangement in writing Conscience: Two Soldiers, Two Pacifists, One Family--a Test of Will and Faith
in World War I however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Tammy Robinson:

This Conscience: Two Soldiers, Two Pacifists, One Family--a Test of Will and Faith in World War I is great
reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and
get to make decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can
point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
attractive delivering sentences. Having Conscience: Two Soldiers, Two Pacifists, One Family--a Test of Will
and Faith in World War I in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just
one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this publication
already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Morris Sampson:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you read a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, and soon. The Conscience: Two Soldiers, Two Pacifists, One Family--a Test of Will and Faith in



World War I will give you new experience in reading a book.
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