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Our societies obviously rest on common beliefs. These "myths" are tools that help us to develop and build
common identities; they form the structure around which societies function. This does not imply that these
beliefs are “true,” in the sense that they would be supported by empirical facts. In social matters, myths have
undoubtedly important functions to play even if no empirical facts support them. On the other hand, and
precisely because they are not discussed, myths may be problematic: they may create illusions, conserve
structures that are inefficient and unable to improve the situation of citizens.
This is particularly true with constitutions. Constitutions are very important for societies: a constitution is a
document — even in societies based on “unwritten” constitutions — which binds citizens together, creating
unity among them, and which forms the framework within which our activities take place. As Nobel Prize
laureate James Buchanan used to say: constitutions contain the rules of the social game we play in our
everyday life. However, constitutions are not frequently debated by citizens. This is why we end up with
common beliefs about these constitutions: they are above our heads, around us. We take them, their role,
function, and nature as given. The purpose of this volume to investigate and challenge common
constitutional myths.
Featuring contributions from prominent economists, political scientists, and legal scholars, the chapters in
this volume address such myths as “constitutions are binding social contracts,” “constitutions are economic
documents” and “constitutions are legal documents.” Illustrating their analyses with historical and
contemporary examples from the United States, Canada, and Europe, the authors build a multi-layered
approach to understanding constitutions and their implications for social and political influence.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Conway:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want
really feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual
Constitutional Mythologies: New Perspectives on Controlling the State: 23 (Studies in Public Choice) is kind
of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Crystal Freeman:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get great deal
of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
usually Constitutional Mythologies: New Perspectives on Controlling the State: 23 (Studies in Public
Choice).

Shawn Hernandez:

Constitutional Mythologies: New Perspectives on Controlling the State: 23 (Studies in Public Choice) can be
one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has
good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement
in writing Constitutional Mythologies: New Perspectives on Controlling the State: 23 (Studies in Public
Choice) however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial pondering.

Cedric Barnett:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Constitutional Mythologies: New
Perspectives on Controlling the State: 23 (Studies in Public Choice) is simple to deliver you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you
can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart
phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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