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Best known as the longtime writer of the Mathematical Games column for Scientific American—which
introduced generations of readers to the joys of recreational mathematics—Martin Gardner has for decades
pursued a parallel career as a devastatingly effective debunker of what he once famously dubbed "fads and
fallacies in the name of science." It is mainly in this latter role that he is onstage in this collection of choice
essays.

When You Were a Tadpole and I Was a Fish takes aim at a gallery of amusing targets, ranging from Ann
Coulter's qualifications as an evolutionary biologist to the logical fallacies of precognition and extrasensory
perception, from Santa Claus to The Wizard of Oz, from mutilated chessboards to the little-known "one-
poem poet" Langdon Smith (the original author of this volume's title line). The writings assembled here fall
naturally into seven broad categories: Science, Bogus Science, Mathematics, Logic, Literature, Religion and
Philosophy, and Politics. Under each heading, Gardner displays an awesome level of erudition combined
with a wicked sense of humor.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Price:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying When You Were a
Tadpole and I Was a Fish: And Other Speculations About This and That that give your satisfaction
preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the
opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It
can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick
When You Were a Tadpole and I Was a Fish: And Other Speculations About This and That become your
current starter.

Nicol Thomas:

This When You Were a Tadpole and I Was a Fish: And Other Speculations About This and That is great
guide for you because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and
also have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great
arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have
whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with
splendid delivering sentences. Having When You Were a Tadpole and I Was a Fish: And Other Speculations
About This and That in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do
that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Noah Gardner:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and When You Were a Tadpole and I Was a Fish: And Other
Speculations About This and That or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes When You Were a Tadpole and I Was a Fish: And Other Speculations
About This and That to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.

David Gonzales:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real
their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there



but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this When You Were a Tadpole and I Was a Fish: And Other Speculations About This and That
can make you feel more interested to read.
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