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The intellectual and political elite of the West is nowadays taking for granted that religion, in particular
Christianity, is a cultural vestige, a primitive form of knowledge, a consolation for the poor minded, an
obstacle to coexistence. In all influential environments, the widespread watchword is “We are all secular” or
“We are all post-religious.” As a consequence, we are told that states must be independent of religious creed,
politics must take a neutral stance regarding religious values, and societies must hold together without any
reference to religious bonds. Liberalism, which in some form or another is the prevailing view in the West, is
considered to be “free-standing,” and the Western, liberal, open society is taken to be “self-sufficient.”

Not only is anti-Christian secularism wrong, it is also risky. It's wrong because the very ideas on which
liberal societies are based and in terms of which they can be justified—the concept of the dignity of the
human person, the moral priority of the individual, the view that man is a “crooked timber” inclined to
prevarication, the limited confidence in the power of the state to render him virtuous—are typical Christian
or, more precisely, Judeo-Christian ideas. Take them away and the open society will collapse. Anti-Christian
secularism is risky because it jeopardizes the identity of the West, leaves it with no self-conscience, and
deprives people of their sense of belonging. The Founding Fathers of America, as well as major intellectual
European figures such as Locke, Kant, and Tocqueville, knew how much our civilization depends on
Christianity. Today, American and European culture is shaking the pillars of that civilization.

Written from a secular and liberal, but not anti-Christian, point of view, this book explains why the Christian
culture is still the best antidote to the crisis and decline of the West. Pera proposes that we should call
ourselves Christians if we want to maintain our liberal freedoms, to embark on such projects as the political
unification of Europe as well as the special relationship between Europe and America, and to avoid the
relativistic trend that affects our public ethics. “The challenges of our particular historical moment”, as Pope
Benedict XVI calls them in the Preface to the book, can be faced only if we stress the historical and
conceptual link between Christianity and free society.
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From reader reviews:

Travis Wysocki:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Why We Should
Call Ourselves Christians: The Religious Roots of Free Societies? Maybe it is for being best activity for you.
You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent
than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Emma Patterson:

Here thing why this specific Why We Should Call Ourselves Christians: The Religious Roots of Free
Societies are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Why We Should Call Ourselves
Christians: The Religious Roots of Free Societies giving you information deeper as different ways, you can
find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Why We Should Call Ourselves Christians:
The Religious Roots of Free Societies. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes
about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of Why We Should Call Ourselves Christians: The Religious
Roots of Free Societies in e-book can be your alternative.

James Harris:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or
real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for
you personally. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Why We Should Call Ourselves Christians: The Religious Roots
of Free Societies can make you experience more interested to read.

Guadalupe Hauser:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By book
Why We Should Call Ourselves Christians: The Religious Roots of Free Societies we can have more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Simply



choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book Why
We Should Call Ourselves Christians: The Religious Roots of Free Societies. You can more desirable than
now.
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