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The portrayal of historical atrocity in fiction, film, and popular culture can reveal much about the function of
individual memory and the shifting status of national identity. In the context of Chinese culture, films such as
Hou Hsiao-hsien's City of Sadness and Lou Ye's Summer Palace and novels such as Ye Zhaoyan's Nanjing
1937: A Love Story and Wang Xiaobo's The Golden Age collectively reimagine past horrors and give rise to
new historical narratives.

Michael Berry takes an innovative look at the representation of six specific historical traumas in modern
Chinese history: the Musha Incident (1930); the Rape of Nanjing (1937-38); the February 28 Incident
(1947); the Cultural Revolution (1966-76); Tiananmen Square (1989); and the Handover of Hong Kong
(1997). He identifies two primary modes of restaging historical violence: centripetal trauma, or violence
inflicted from the outside that inspires a reexamination of the Chinese nation, and centrifugal trauma, which,
originating from within, inspires traumatic narratives that are projected out onto a transnational vision of
global dreams and, sometimes, nightmares.

These modes allow Berry to connect portrayals of mass violence to ideas of modernity and the nation. He
also illuminates the relationship between historical atrocity on a national scale and the pain experienced by
the individual; the function of film and literature as historical testimony; the intersection between politics and
art, history and memory; and the particular advantages of modern media, which have found new means of
narrating the burden of historical violence.

As Chinese artists began to probe previously taboo aspects of their nation's history in the final decades of the
twentieth century, they created texts that prefigured, echoed, or subverted social, political, and cultural
trends. A History of Pain acknowledges the far-reaching influence of this art and addresses its profound role
in shaping the public imagination and conception-as well as misconception-of modern Chinese history.
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From reader reviews:

Ron Lauer:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This A History of Pain: Trauma in Modern Chinese Literature and Film
(Global Chinese Culture) book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
details here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge
that want to give to you. The writer connected with A History of Pain: Trauma in Modern Chinese Literature
and Film (Global Chinese Culture) content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to
thinking A History of Pain: Trauma in Modern Chinese Literature and Film (Global Chinese Culture) is not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Jennifer Lorenzo:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the publication untitled A History of Pain: Trauma in Modern
Chinese Literature and Film (Global Chinese Culture) can be good book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Francis King:

Typically the book A History of Pain: Trauma in Modern Chinese Literature and Film (Global Chinese
Culture) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research
ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this
book.

Wm Mills:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book A History of Pain: Trauma in Modern
Chinese Literature and Film (Global Chinese Culture) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own
skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy
to learn it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion
for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the guide A History of Pain: Trauma in Modern
Chinese Literature and Film (Global Chinese Culture) can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone



and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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