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For decades, military historians have argued that the introduction of the rifle musket-with a range five times
longer than that of the smoothbore musket-made the shoulder-to-shoulder formations of linear tactics
obsolete. Author Earl J. Hess challenges this deeply entrenched assumption. He contends that long-range
rifle fire did not dominate Civil War battlefields or dramatically alter the course of the conflict because
soldiers had neither the training nor the desire to take advantage of the musket rifle's increased range.
Drawing on the drill manuals available to officers and a close reading of battle reports, Civil War Infantry
Tactics demonstrates that linear tactics provided the best formations and maneuvers to use with the single-
shot musket, whether rifle or smoothbore.

The linear system was far from an outdated relic that led to higher casualties and prolonged the war. Indeed,
regimental officers on both sides of the conflict found the formations and maneuvers in use since the era of
the French Revolution to be indispensable to the survival of their units on the battlefield. The training
soldiers received in this system, combined with their extensive experience in combat, allowed small units a
high level of articulation and effectiveness.

Unlike much military history that focuses on grand strategies, Hess zeroes in on formations and maneuvers
(or primary tactics), describing their purpose and usefulness in regimental case studies, and pinpointing
which of them were favorites of unit commanders in the field. The Civil War was the last conflict in North
America to see widespread use of the linear tactical system, and Hess convincingly argues that the war also
saw the most effective tactical performance yet in America's short history.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Sandoval:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Civil War Infantry Tactics: Training, Combat, and
Small-Unit Effectiveness as the daily resource information.

Joseph Jenkins:

The reason? Because this Civil War Infantry Tactics: Training, Combat, and Small-Unit Effectiveness is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the
secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing
book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency
and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go
to the reserve store hurriedly.

Margaret Cardwell:

This Civil War Infantry Tactics: Training, Combat, and Small-Unit Effectiveness is great e-book for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can state
no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Civil War Infantry Tactics: Training, Combat, and Small-Unit Effectiveness in
your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Bradley Roberts:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book
Civil War Infantry Tactics: Training, Combat, and Small-Unit Effectiveness. You can add your knowledge
by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to
read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a



other place.
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