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The ink was barely dry on the Constitution when it was almost destroyed by the rise of political parties in the
United States. As Bruce Ackerman shows, the Framers had not anticipated the two-party system, and when
Republicans battled Federalists for the presidency in 1800, the rules laid down by the Constitution
exacerbated the crisis. With Republican militias preparing to march on Washington, the House of
Representatives deadlocked between Thomas Jefferson and Aaron Burr. Based on seven years of archival
research, the book describes previously unknown aspects of the electoral college crisis. Ackerman shows
how Thomas Jefferson counted his Federalist rivals out of the House runoff, and how the Federalists
threatened to place John Marshall in the presidential chair. Nevertheless, the Constitution managed to
survive through acts of statesmanship and luck.

Despite the intentions of the Framers, the presidency had become a plebiscitarian office. Thomas Jefferson
gained office as the People's choice and acted vigorously to fulfill his popular mandate. This transformation
of the presidency serves as the basis for a new look at Marbury v. Madison, the case that first asserted the
Supreme Court's power of judicial review. Ackerman shows that Marbury is best seen in combination with
another case, Stuart v. Laird, as part of a retreat by the Court in the face of the plebiscitarian presidency. This
"switch in time" proved crucial to the Court's survival, allowing it to integrate Federalist and Republican
themes into the living Constitution of the early republic.

Ackerman presents a revised understanding of the early days of two great institutions that continue to have a
major impact on American history: the plebiscitarian presidency and a Supreme Court that struggles to put
the presidency's claims of a popular mandate into constitutional perspective.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Elam:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled The Failure of the Founding Fathers: Jefferson, Marshall, and the Rise
of Presidential Democracy. Try to make book The Failure of the Founding Fathers: Jefferson, Marshall, and
the Rise of Presidential Democracy as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you
feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me
make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Susan Crowell:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this
The Failure of the Founding Fathers: Jefferson, Marshall, and the Rise of Presidential Democracy.

Dominick Tran:

This The Failure of the Founding Fathers: Jefferson, Marshall, and the Rise of Presidential Democracy is
new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger of
knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little
digest in reading this The Failure of the Founding Fathers: Jefferson, Marshall, and the Rise of Presidential
Democracy can be the light food in your case because the information inside that book is easy to get by
anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life
along with knowledge.

Margo Soares:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very



important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims The Failure of the
Founding Fathers: Jefferson, Marshall, and the Rise of Presidential Democracy.
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