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First published in 1932, The Taxi-Dance Hall is Paul Goalby Cressey’s fascinating study of Chicago’s urban
nightlife—as seen through the eyes of the patrons, owners, and dancers-for-hire who frequented the city’s
notoriously seedy “taxi-dance” halls.

Taxi-dance halls, as the introduction notes, were social centers where men could come and pay to dance with
“a bevy of pretty, vivacious, and often mercenary” women. Ten cents per dance was the usual fee, with half
the proceeds going to the dancer and the other half to the owner of the taxi-hall. Cressey’s study includes
detailed maps of the taxi-dance districts, illuminating interviews with dancers, patrons, and owners, and
vivid analyses of local attempts to reform the taxi-dance hall and its attendees.

Cressey’s study reveals these halls to be the distinctive urban consequence of tensions between a young,
diverse, and economically independent population at odds with the restrictive regulations of Prohibition
America. Thick with sexual vice, ethnic clashes, and powerful undercurrents of class, The Taxi-Dance Hall
is a landmark example of Chicago sociology, perfect for scholars and history buffs alike.
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From reader reviews:

Cathrine Hart:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called The Taxi-Dance Hall: A
Sociological Study in Commercialized Recreation and City Life (University of Chicago Sociological
Series)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along
with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various
other opinion?

Geraldine Louis:

The actual book The Taxi-Dance Hall: A Sociological Study in Commercialized Recreation and City Life
(University of Chicago Sociological Series) will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very
acceptable to you. The book The Taxi-Dance Hall: A Sociological Study in Commercialized Recreation and
City Life (University of Chicago Sociological Series) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get
the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Jacqueline Ramos:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Taxi-Dance Hall: A Sociological Study
in Commercialized Recreation and City Life (University of Chicago Sociological Series), you could enjoy
both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen
its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Clifford Caldwell:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Taxi-Dance Hall: A Sociological Study in
Commercialized Recreation and City Life (University of Chicago Sociological Series) reserve written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the
book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your hunger then you still doubt The Taxi-Dance Hall: A Sociological Study in Commercialized Recreation
and City Life (University of Chicago Sociological Series) as good book not simply by the cover but also
from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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