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Demonstrates how American Jews used culture—art, dance, music, fashion, literature—to win the hearts and
minds of postwar Americans to the cause of Israel.

Bringing Zion Home examines the role of culture in the establishment of the “special relationship” between
the United States and Israel in the immediate postwar decades. Many American Jews first encountered Israel
through their roles as tastemakers, consumers, and cultural impresarios—that is, by writing and reading
about Israel; dancing Israeli folk dances; promoting and purchasing Israeli goods; and presenting Israeli art
and music. It was precisely by means of these cultural practices, argues Emily Alice Katz, that American
Jews insisted on Israel’s “natural” place in American culture, a phenomenon that continues to shape
America’s relationship with Israel today.

Katz shows that American Jews’ promotion and consumption of Israel in the cultural realm was bound up
with multiple agendas, including the quest for Jewish authenticity in a postimmigrant milieu and the desire of
upwardly mobile Jews to polish their status in American society. And, crucially, as influential cultural and
political elites positioned “culture” as both an engine of American dominance and as a purveyor of peace in
the Cold War, many of Israel’s American Jewish impresarios proclaimed publicly that cultural patronage of
and exchange with Israel advanced America’s interests in the Middle East and helped spread the “American
way” in the postwar world. Bringing Zion Home is the first book to shine a light squarely upon the role and
importance of Israel in the arts, popular culture, and material culture of postwar America.

Emily Alice Katz teaches history at the University of California, Irvine.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Russell:

The book Bringing Zion Home: Israel in American Jewish Culture, 1948-1967 gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your
best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a
book Bringing Zion Home: Israel in American Jewish Culture, 1948-1967 to become your habit, you can get
a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It
is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Bringing Zion Home: Israel in
American Jewish Culture, 1948-1967. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia
or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Jennifer Buster:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question
because just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Bringing Zion Home: Israel
in American Jewish Culture, 1948-1967 to read.

Danica Johnson:

The book untitled Bringing Zion Home: Israel in American Jewish Culture, 1948-1967 is the book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You
also could get the e-book of Bringing Zion Home: Israel in American Jewish Culture, 1948-1967 from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Beverly Woods:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Bringing Zion Home: Israel in
American Jewish Culture, 1948-1967 that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you may pick Bringing Zion Home: Israel in American Jewish Culture, 1948-
1967 become your starter.
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