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Going from peace to war can make a young man into a warrior. Going from war to peace can destroy him.

Conrad Farrell has no family military heritage, but as a classics major at Williams College, he has
encountered the powerful appeal of the Marine Corps ethic. "Semper Fidelis" comes straight from the ancient
world, from Sparta, where every citizen doubled as a full-time soldier. When Conrad graduates, he joins the
Marines to continue a long tradition of honor, courage, and commitment.

As Roxana Robinson's new novel, Sparta, begins, Conrad has just returned home to Katonah, New York,
after four years in Iraq, and he's beginning to learn that something has changed in his landscape. Something
has gone wrong, though things should be fine: he hasn't been shot or wounded; he's never had psychological
troubles--he shouldn't have PTSD. But as he attempts to reconnect with his family and his girlfriend and to
find his footing in the civilian world, he learns how hard it is to return to the people and places he used to
love. His life becomes increasingly difficult to negotiate: he can't imagine his future, can't recover his past,
and can't bring himself to occupy his present. As weeks turn into months, Conrad feels himself trapped in a
life that's constrictive and incomprehensible, and he fears that his growing rage will have irreparable
consequences.
Suspenseful, compassionate, and perceptive, Sparta captures the nuances of the unique estrangement that
modern soldiers face as they attempt to rejoin the society they've fought for. Billy Collins writes that Roxana
Robinson is "a master at . . . the work of excavating the truths about ourselves"; The Washington Post's
Jonathan Yardley calls her "one of our best writers." In Sparta, with the powerful insight and acuity that
marked her earlier books (Cost, Sweetwater, and A Perfect Stranger, among others), Robinson explores the
life of a veteran and delivers her best book yet.
A Washington Post Notable Fiction Book of 2013
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From reader reviews:

Angela Taylor:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Sparta: A Novel will make you to be
smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will
open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have
you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Kathleen Edwards:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Sparta: A Novel book as
beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Melanie Roberts:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what one you should start with. This Sparta: A Novel is our recommendation to help you
keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

India Oakley:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news.
In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Sparta: A Novel when you essential it?
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