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This book argues that serious misreadings of Freud and Lacan on sexual difference have characterized
prevailing models of psychoanalytic film criticism. In critiquing theories of identification and female
spectatorship, the author maintains that early film theorists and feminist critics are equally guilty of imposing
a binary conception of sexual difference on Freud’s thought. By embracing such a rigid definition of
male/female difference, they fail to understand the fundamentally complex and fluid process of sexual
identification as it is articulated in Freud’s writing, constructed in film texts, and negotiated by spectators.

The book turns to Freud’s work on fantasy to develop an alternative model for interpreting sexuality in the
visual and narrative arts, one that emphasizes a ‘politics of critical reading’ over accepted theories of
ideological identification. Originally published in 1991, its strategic focus on psychoanalysis itself as an
object of historical and critical inquiry, and not simply as a reading method is the unique quality of this book.
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Stamper:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Difficulty of Difference: Psychoanalysis, Sexual Difference and
Film Theory (Routledge Library Editions: Cinema). Try to stumble through book The Difficulty of
Difference: Psychoanalysis, Sexual Difference and Film Theory (Routledge Library Editions: Cinema) as
your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course
make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience in
addition to knowledge with this book.

William McNeill:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book The Difficulty of Difference: Psychoanalysis, Sexual
Difference and Film Theory (Routledge Library Editions: Cinema). You can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book The Difficulty of
Difference: Psychoanalysis, Sexual Difference and Film Theory (Routledge Library Editions: Cinema). You
can add information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or
perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to
the library. Let's study.

Annie Hiatt:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. That The Difficulty of Difference: Psychoanalysis, Sexual
Difference and Film Theory (Routledge Library Editions: Cinema) can give you a lot of buddies because by
you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person.
That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your
friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why
hesitate? We should have The Difficulty of Difference: Psychoanalysis, Sexual Difference and Film Theory
(Routledge Library Editions: Cinema).

Karen Huff:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare? Why
so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and The Difficulty of Difference: Psychoanalysis, Sexual



Difference and Film Theory (Routledge Library Editions: Cinema) or even others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes The Difficulty of Difference:
Psychoanalysis, Sexual Difference and Film Theory (Routledge Library Editions: Cinema) to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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