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THE PRIMARY aim of this book is to explain the remarkable rule which regulated the succession to the
priesthood of Diana at Aricia. When I first set myself to solve the problem more than thirty years ago, I
thought that the solution could be propounded very briefly, but I soon found that to render it probable or
even intelligible it was necessary to discuss certain more general questions, some of which had hardly been
broached before. In successive editions the discussion of these and kindred topics has occupied more and
more space, the enquiry has branched out in more and more directions, until the two volumes of the original
work have expanded into twelve. Meantime a wish has often been expressed that the book should be issued
in a more compendious form. This abridgment is an attempt to meet the wish and thereby to bring the work
within the range of a wider circle of readers. While the bulk of the book has been greatly reduced, I have
endeavoured to retain its leading principles, together with an amount of evidence sufficient to illustrate them
clearly. The language of the original has also for the most part been preserved, though here and there the
exposition has been somewhat condensed. In order to keep as much of the text as possible I have sacrificed
all the notes, and with them all exact references to my authorities. Readers who desire to ascertain the source
of any particular statement must therefore consult the larger work, which is fully documented and provided
with a complete bibliography. In the abridgment I have neither added new matter nor altered the views
expressed in the last edition; for the evidence which has come to my knowledge in the meantime has on the
whole served either to confirm my former conclusions or to furnish fresh illustrations of old principles. Thus,
for example, on the crucial question of the practice of putting kings to death either at the end of a fixed
period or whenever their health and strength began to fail, the body of evidence which points to the wide
prevalence of such a custom has been considerably augmented in the interval. A striking instance of a limited
monarchy of this sort is furnished by the powerful mediaeval kingdom of the Khazars in Southern Russia,
where the kings were liable to be put to death either on the expiry of a set term or whenever some public
calamity, such as drought, dearth, or defeat in war, seemed to indicate a failure of their natural powers. The
evidence for the systematic killing of the Khazar kings, drawn from the accounts of old Arab travellers, has
been collected by me elsewhere.[1] Africa, again, has supplied several fresh examples of a similar practice of
regicide. Among them the most notable perhaps is the custom formerly observed in Bunyoro of choosing
every year from a particular clan a mock king, who was supposed to incarnate the late king, cohabited with
his widows at his temple-tomb, and after reigning for a week was strangled.[2] The custom presents a close
parallel to the ancient Babylonian festival of the Sacaea, at which a mock king was dressed in the royal
robes, allowed to enjoy the real king’s concubines, and after reigning for five days was stripped, scourged,
and put to death.
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From reader reviews:

Geneva Milbourn:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Golden Bough: A Study of Magic and Religion. Try to
make the book The Golden Bough: A Study of Magic and Religion as your pal. It means that it can for being
your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it
is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

George Hughes:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important for people. The book The Golden Bough: A Study of Magic and Religion
has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The book The Golden Bough: A Study of Magic and Religion is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book The Golden Bough: A
Study of Magic and Religion. You never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Chad Smith:

The publication untitled The Golden Bough: A Study of Magic and Religion is the e-book that recommended
to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language
that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of
analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You
also will get the e-book of The Golden Bough: A Study of Magic and Religion from the publisher to make
you more enjoy free time.

Adam Blandford:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is actually The Golden Bough: A Study of Magic and Religion.
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