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“Catherine Higgs’s Chocolate Islands: Cocoa, Slavery, and Colonial Africa is an elegantly written, well-
illustrated account of the ensuing investigations into this so-called new slavery in Africa orchestrated
largely by Cadbury and the British Foreign Office. …[The] study resonates today, dealing, as it does,
with the often tainted international origins of our later era of mass consumerism.” —American
Historical Review

In Chocolate Islands: Cocoa, Slavery, and Colonial Africa, Catherine Higgs traces the early-twentieth-
century journey of the Englishman Joseph Burtt to the Portuguese colony of São Tomé and Príncipe—the
chocolate islands—through Angola and Mozambique, and finally to British Southern Africa. Burtt had been
hired by the chocolate firm Cadbury Brothers Limited to determine if the cocoa it was buying from the
islands had been harvested by slave laborers forcibly recruited from Angola, an allegation that became one of
the grand scandals of the early colonial era. Burtt spent six months on São Tomé and Príncipe and a year in
Angola. His five-month march across Angola in 1906 took him from innocence and credulity to outrage and
activism and ultimately helped change labor recruiting practices in colonial Africa.

This beautifully written and engaging travel narrative draws on collections in Portugal, the United Kingdom,
and Africa to explore British and Portuguese attitudes toward work, slavery, race, and imperialism. In a story
still familiar a century after Burtt’s sojourn, Chocolate Islands reveals the idealism, naivety, and racism that
shaped attitudes toward Africa, even among those who sought to improve the conditions of its workers.
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From reader reviews:

Elsie Port:

The reserve untitled Chocolate Islands: Cocoa, Slavery, and Colonial Africa is the guide that recommended
to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language
that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was
did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Chocolate Islands: Cocoa, Slavery, and Colonial Africa
from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Shameka Nye:

The book with title Chocolate Islands: Cocoa, Slavery, and Colonial Africa has lot of information that you
can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Denise Rutledge:

The reason? Because this Chocolate Islands: Cocoa, Slavery, and Colonial Africa is an unordinary book that
the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes
the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will
give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve
store hurriedly.

Arthur Warnick:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. On this modern era
like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social including newspaper,
magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your knowledge by
that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for the Chocolate
Islands: Cocoa, Slavery, and Colonial Africa when you needed it?
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