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From 1789 to 1913, U.S. senators were not directly elected by the people—instead the Constitution
mandated that they be chosen by state legislators. This radically changed in 1913, when the Seventeenth
Amendment to the Constitution was ratified, giving the public a direct vote. Electing the Senate investigates
the electoral connections among constituents, state legislators, political parties, and U.S. senators during the
age of indirect elections. Wendy Schiller and Charles Stewart find that even though parties controlled the
partisan affiliation of the winning candidate for Senate, they had much less control over the universe of
candidates who competed for votes in Senate elections and the parties did not always succeed in resolving
internal conflict among their rank and file. Party politics, money, and personal ambition dominated the
election process, in a system originally designed to insulate the Senate from public pressure.

Electing the Senate uses an original data set of all the roll call votes cast by state legislators for U.S. senators
from 1871 to 1913 and all state legislators who served during this time. Newspaper and biographical
accounts uncover vivid stories of the political maneuvering, corruption, and partisanship—played out by elite
political actors, from elected officials, to party machine bosses, to wealthy business owners—that dominated
the indirect Senate elections process. Electing the Senate raises important questions about the effectiveness
of Constitutional reforms, such as the Seventeenth Amendment, that promised to produce a more responsive
and accountable government.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Strode:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed
Electing the Senate: Indirect Democracy before the Seventeenth Amendment (Princeton Studies in American
Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you.
You already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before.
Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Ida Shrout:

Electing the Senate: Indirect Democracy before the Seventeenth Amendment (Princeton Studies in American
Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) can be one of your beginning books that
are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Electing
the Senate: Indirect Democracy before the Seventeenth Amendment (Princeton Studies in American Politics:
Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader
the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Bruce Harrison:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Electing the Senate: Indirect
Democracy before the Seventeenth Amendment (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical,
International, and Comparative Perspectives) e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
uncertainty Electing the Senate: Indirect Democracy before the Seventeenth Amendment (Princeton Studies
in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) as good book not only by the
cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

William Evans:

This Electing the Senate: Indirect Democracy before the Seventeenth Amendment (Princeton Studies in
American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) is brand new way for you who



has attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into
it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Electing the
Senate: Indirect Democracy before the Seventeenth Amendment (Princeton Studies in American Politics:
Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) can be the light food for you because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which
can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication form make
them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read
this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.
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