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The United States has always fancied itself a nation apart—“exceptional” in its values, traditions, and way of
life. For most of the country’s history, ideas about what made America distinctive generally were framed in
terms of a liberal idealism rooted in the thought of John Locke and articulated by Jefferson, Madison, and
other Founders. While some commentators also observed that the United States was a land of plenty, it
wasn’t until the mid-twentieth century that material abundance emerged as the principal standard of
American “greatness,” as measured by a host of new economic indicators.

Beginning in earnest in the wake of World War II, opinion-shapers in politics, business, academia, the
media, the schools, and public diplomacy gloried in the nation’s booming economy. Where “plenty” had
once been a largely abstract concept, it was now quantifiable, thanks to new national income accounting and
other economic data collection and analysis techniques. One could tally up production and consumption of
an ever-expanding cornucopia of goods and services that made up the gross national product (GNP), the king
of postwar statistics. American preeminence and American identity were increasingly linked with this
measurable prosperity, presented in the language of a newly influential economics profession.

In Measuring America, Andrew L. Yarrow explores this history, telling two parallel, interlocking stories—of
how economic ideas came to have vastly greater influence on American culture after World War II, and how
those ideas dovetailed with a growing belief that the meaning and value of the United States resided in its
material output. How and why this new way of “measuring America” developed, how it was expressed, and
what it has meant and means for Americans today are the subject of this well-researched and insightful book.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Speer:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is known to
us that book is very important usually. The book Measuring America: How Economic Growth Came to
Define American Greatness in the Late Twentieth Century had been making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book
Measuring America: How Economic Growth Came to Define American Greatness in the Late Twentieth
Century is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel
bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book
Measuring America: How Economic Growth Came to Define American Greatness in the Late Twentieth
Century. You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

James Conner:

Here thing why that Measuring America: How Economic Growth Came to Define American Greatness in the
Late Twentieth Century are different and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it
depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Measuring America:
How Economic Growth Came to Define American Greatness in the Late Twentieth Century giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that
similar with Measuring America: How Economic Growth Came to Define American Greatness in the Late
Twentieth Century. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in
which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like
in area, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed
book maybe the form of Measuring America: How Economic Growth Came to Define American Greatness
in the Late Twentieth Century in e-book can be your alternative.

Aurelio Ashley:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in the
top listing in your reading list will be Measuring America: How Economic Growth Came to Define
American Greatness in the Late Twentieth Century. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can
get many advantages.

Carlos Lauzon:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those textbooks



have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By the book
Measuring America: How Economic Growth Came to Define American Greatness in the Late Twentieth
Century we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer
to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life
with that book Measuring America: How Economic Growth Came to Define American Greatness in the Late
Twentieth Century. You can more inviting than now.
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