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"What have | in common with Jews? | hardly have anything in common with myself!"
--Franz Kafka

Kafka's quip--paradoxical, self-questioning, ironic--highlights vividly some of the key issues of identity and
self-representation for Jewish writers in the 20th century. No group of writers better represents the problems
of Jewish identity than Jewish poets writing in the American modernist tradition--specifically secular Jews:
those disdainful or suspicious of organized religion, yet forever shaped by those traditions.

This collection of essaysisthefirst to address this often obscured dimension of modern and contemporary
poetry: the secular Jewish dimension. Editors Daniel Morris and Stephen Paul Miller asked their contributors
to address what constitutes radical poetry written by Jews defined as "secular," and whether or not thereisa
Jewish component or dimension to radical and modernist poetic practice in general. These poets and critics
address these questions by exploring the legacy of those poets who preceded and influenced them--Stein,
Zukofsky, Reznikoff, Oppen, and Ginsberg, among others.

While thereis no easy answer for these writers about what it means to be a Jew, in their responsesthereisa
rich sense of how being Jewish reflects on their aesthetics and practices as poets, and how the tradition of the
avant-garde informs their identities as Jews. Fragmented identities, irony, skepticism, a sense of self as
"other" or "outsider," distrust of theliteral, and belief in atradition that questions rather than answers--these
are some of the qualities these poets see as common to themselves, the poetry they make, and the tradition
they work within.
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From reader reviews:
Alan Johnson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into alife style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning
books but if you want truly feel happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often
the Radical Poetics and Secular Jewish Culture (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) iskind of e-book whichis
giving the reader capricious experience.

Tommy Heckman:

The publication with title Radical Poetics and Secular Jewish Culture (Modern & Contemporary Poetics)
includes alot of information that you can study it. You can get alot of gain after read this book. This
particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the
world now. That isimportant to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring
you with new era of the internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can
read this anywhere you want.

Charles Owens:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Radical Poetics and Secular Jewish Culture (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) your head will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion
and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Radical Poetics and Secular Jewish Culture
(Modern & Contemporary Poetics) giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but
also giving you useful info for your better lifein this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing
pattern thisis your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

JamesEllis;

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Radical Poetics and Secular
Jewish Culture (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's see.
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