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The Caliph’s Splendor is a revelation: a history of a civilization we barely know that had a profound effect
on our own culture.

While the West declined following the collapse of the Roman Empire, a new Arab civilization arose to the
east, reaching an early peak in Baghdad under the caliph Harun al-Rashid. Harun is the legendary caliph of
The Thousand and One Nights, but his actual court was nearly as magnificent as the fictional one. In The
Caliph’s Splendor, Benson Bobrick eloquently tells the little-known and remarkable story of Harun’s rise to
power and his rivalries with the neighboring Byzantines and the new Frankish kingdom under the leadership
of Charlemagne.

When Harun came to power, Islam stretched from the Atlantic to India. The Islamic empire was the
mightiest on earth and the largest ever seen. Although Islam spread largely through war, its cultural
achievements were immense. Harun’s court at Baghdad outshone the independent Islamic emirate in Spain
and all the courts of Europe, for that matter. In Baghdad, great works from Greece and Rome were preserved
and studied, and new learning enhanced civilization. Over the following centuries Arab and Persian
civilizations made a lasting impact on the West in astronomy, geometry, algebra (an Arabic word), medicine,
and chemistry, among other fields of science. The alchemy (another Arabic word) of the Middle Ages
originated with the Arabs. From engineering to jewelry to fashion to weaponry, Arab influences would shape
life in the West, as they did in the fields of law, music, and literature.

But for centuries Arabs and Byzantines contended fiercely on land and sea. Bobrick tells how Harun
defeated attempts by the Byzantines to advance into Asia at his expense. He contemplated an alliance with
the much weaker Charlemagne in order to contain the Byzantines, and in time Arabs and Byzantines reached
an accommodation that permitted both to prosper. Harun’s caliphate would weaken from within as his two
sons quarreled and formed factions; eventually Arabs would give way to Turks in the Islamic empire.

Empires rise, weaken, and fall, but during its golden age, the caliphate of Baghdad made a permanent
contribution to civilization, as Benson Bobrick so splendidly reminds us.
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From reader reviews:

Clayton Medina:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Caliph's Splendor: Islam
and the West in the Golden Age of Baghdad is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Kevin Pinkney:

The reason why? Because this The Caliph's Splendor: Islam and the West in the Golden Age of Baghdad is
an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up
you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Beverly McClendon:

The book untitled The Caliph's Splendor: Islam and the West in the Golden Age of Baghdad contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
published by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice examine.

Carrie Francis:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Caliph's Splendor: Islam and the
West in the Golden Age of Baghdad which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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