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In New York and Baltimore, police cameras scan public areas twenty-four hours a day. Huge commercial
databases track you finances and sell that information to anyone willing to pay. Host sites on the World Wide
Web record every page you view, and “smart” toll roads know where you drive. Every day, new technology
nibbles at our privacy.Does that make you nervous? David Brin is worried, but not just about privacy. He
fears that society will overreact to these technologies by restricting the flow of information, frantically
enforcing a reign of secrecy. Such measures, he warns, won’t really preserve our privacy. Governments, the
wealthy, criminals, and the techno-elite will still find ways to watch us. But we’ll have fewer ways to watch
them. We’ll lose the key to a free society: accountability.The Transparent Society is a call for “reciprocal
transparency.” If police cameras watch us, shouldn’t we be able to watch police stations? If credit bureaus
sell our data, shouldn't we know who buys it? Rather than cling to an illusion of anonymity-a historical
anomaly, given our origins in close-knit villages-we should focus on guarding the most important forms of
privacy and preserving mutual accountability. The biggest threat to our freedom, Brin warns, is that
surveillance technology will be used by too few people, now by too many.A society of glass houses may
seem too fragile. Fearing technology-aided crime, governments seek to restrict online anonymity; fearing
technology-aided tyranny, citizens call for encrypting all data. Brins shows how, contrary to both
approaches, windows offer us much better protection than walls; after all, the strongest deterrent against
snooping has always been the fear of being spotted. Furthermore, Brin argues, Western culture now
encourages eccentricity-we’re programmed to rebel! That gives our society a natural protection against error
and wrong-doing, like a body’s immune system. But “social T-cells” need openness to spot trouble and get
the word out. The Transparent Society is full of such provocative and far-reaching analysis.The inescapable
rush of technology is forcing us to make new choices about how we want to live. This daring book reminds
us that an open society is more robust and flexible than one where secrecy reigns. In an era of gnat-sized
cameras, universal databases, and clothes-penetrating radar, it will be more vital than ever for us to be able to
watch the watchers. With reciprocal transparency we can detect dangers early and expose wrong-doers. We
can gauge the credibility of pundits and politicians. We can share technological advances and news. But all
of these benefits depend on the free, two-way flow of information.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Poston:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that reserve has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Transparent Society: Will Technology Force Us To
Choose Between Privacy And Freedom?.

Peggy Ross:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider any time
those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one
is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Transparent Society: Will Technology Force Us To
Choose Between Privacy And Freedom? as the daily resource information.

Matthew Fry:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can
get a lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they
write about the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always
try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of
them is this The Transparent Society: Will Technology Force Us To Choose Between Privacy And
Freedom?.

Monique Hightower:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news.
Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching
for the The Transparent Society: Will Technology Force Us To Choose Between Privacy And Freedom?
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