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Completed shortly before Joseph Stalin's death in 1953, the vysotkii, or "sky houses," still dominate the
Moscow skyline today. Seven in all, they were the Soviet answer to the American skyscraper, transforming
the Soviet capital from a feudal backwater into the city of the future. With their soaring towers and gothic
architectural details, the vysotkas were intended to be enduring monuments to the workers state and to the
glories of Communism--though they were built on the backs of slave laborers and, initially, the prerogative
only of the Soviet elite. Now these imposing giants lie on the fault line between a world that has vanished
and one still emerging from its ruins.

When she moved to Moscow several years ago, journalist and Russia expert Anne Nivat settled into one of
the vysotkas, the one that happens to overlook the Kremlin. She became fascinated by the building and
learned everything she could about its history. As she got to know her neighbors and fellow tenants, Nivat
discovered that they included some of the building's original inhabitants or their descendants, hand-chosen
by Stalin and his henchman Lavrenti Beria (arrested and executed for high treason shortly after Stalin's
death)--KGB operatives, Bolshoi ballerinas, and artists of Soviet agitprop. Living side by side with them
were representatives of the "new Russia"--entrepreneurs, foreign investors, and oligarchs; as any Moscow
real estate agent will tell you, Stalin-era buildings in today's market are some of the most coveted addresses
in the city.

By means of this decaying but still elegant Soviet icon, Nivat gives us a way of grasping the complexities of
a country struggling to come to terms with its past and define its future. She allows the tenants of her vysotka
to speak for themselves, to offer their perspectives on where Russia has been and where it is going. Some are
keenly nostalgic for the days when the State dictated life. Others have prospered in the confusion that has
reigned since the Evil Empire's fall and look to a market-driven economy to guide Russia to the Promised
Land. Still others fall some place between the two, anxious but hopeful, longing for yet also fearful of
change.

Taken together, the portraits of the vysotka's inhabitants provide a panorama of Russia today. The View from
the Vysotka shows us life from the inside, evoking both the forces that have swept through this vast and
fascinating nation over the course of the last half-century, as well as a building that has managed to endure
them.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Fincher:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next to that you
can your reading ability was fluently. A guide The View from the Vysotka: A Portrait of Russia Today
Through One of Moscow's Most Famous Addresses will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel
much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading any
book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you
trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

Madelyn McDowell:

The book The View from the Vysotka: A Portrait of Russia Today Through One of Moscow's Most Famous
Addresses can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
a good thing like a book The View from the Vysotka: A Portrait of Russia Today Through One of Moscow's
Most Famous Addresses? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book
can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these.
Book The View from the Vysotka: A Portrait of Russia Today Through One of Moscow's Most Famous
Addresses has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Deborah Mazzarella:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The View from the Vysotka: A Portrait of Russia Today Through One of Moscow's Most Famous
Addresses your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not
known for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one
contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The The View from the
Vysotka: A Portrait of Russia Today Through One of Moscow's Most Famous Addresses giving you another
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era.
So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you
are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

David Mathews:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if



you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The The
View from the Vysotka: A Portrait of Russia Today Through One of Moscow's Most Famous Addresses will
give you a new experience in reading through a book.
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