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In Unfree Masters, Matt Stahl examines recording artists' labor in the music industry as a form of creative
work. He argues that the widespread perception of singers and musicians as free individuals doing enjoyable
and fulfilling work obscures the realities of their occupation. Stahl begins by considering the television show
American Idol and the rockumentary Dig! (2004), tracing how narratives of popular music making in
contemporary America highlight musicians' negotiations of the limits of autonomy and mobility in creative
cultural-industrial work.

Turning to struggles between recording artists and record companies over the laws that govern their
contractual relationships, Stahl reveals other tensions and contradictions in this form of work. He contends
that contract and copyright disputes between musicians and music industry executives, as well as media
narratives of music making, contribute to American socioeconomic discourse and expose basic tensions
between the democratic principles of individual autonomy and responsibility and the power of employers to
control labor and appropriate its products. Stahl maintains that attention to the labor and property issues that
he discloses in relation to musicians and the music industry can stimulate insights about the political,
economic, and imaginative challenges currently facing all working people.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Liller:

This Unfree Masters: Popular Music and the Politics of Work (Refiguring American music) book is just not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will
be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot
of information you will get. This specific Unfree Masters: Popular Music and the Politics of Work
(Refiguring American music) without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry Unfree Masters: Popular Music and the Politics of Work
(Refiguring American music) can bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be
full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Unfree Masters: Popular Music
and the Politics of Work (Refiguring American music) having great arrangement in word along with layout,
so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Gerardo Whittaker:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Unfree Masters: Popular Music and the Politics of Work (Refiguring American
music) book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer involving Unfree Masters: Popular Music and the Politics of Work (Refiguring
American music) content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content material but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Unfree
Masters: Popular Music and the Politics of Work (Refiguring American music) is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Ronald Jackson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them
is this Unfree Masters: Popular Music and the Politics of Work (Refiguring American music).

Harvey Lee:

This Unfree Masters: Popular Music and the Politics of Work (Refiguring American music) is fresh way for
you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated



with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small
amount of digest in reading this Unfree Masters: Popular Music and the Politics of Work (Refiguring
American music) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get
through anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-
book form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is
the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for.
It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also
knowledge.
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