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In Always Already New, Lisa Gitelman explores the newness of new media while she asks what it means to
do media history. Using the examples of early recorded sound and digital networks, Gitelman challenges
readers to think about the ways that media work as the simultaneous subjects and instruments of historical
inquiry. Presenting original case studies of Edison's first phonographs and the Pentagon's first distributed
digital network, the ARPANET, Gitelman points suggestively toward similarities that underlie the cultural
definition of records (phonographic and not) at the end of the nineteenth century and the definition of
documents (digital and not) at the end of the twentieth. As a result, Always Already New speaks to present
concerns about the humanities as much as to the emergent field of new media studies. Records and
documents are kernels of humanistic thought, after all--part of and party to the cultural impulse to preserve
and interpret. Gitelman's argument suggests inventive contexts for "humanities computing" while also
offering a new perspective on such traditional humanities disciplines as literary history.Making extensive use
of archival sources, Gitelman describes the ways in which recorded sound and digitally networked text each
emerged as local anomalies that were yet deeply embedded within the reigning logic of public life and public
memory. In the end Gitelman turns to the World Wide Web and asks how the history of the Web is already
being told, how the Web might also resist history, and how using the Web might be producing the conditions
of its own historicity.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Rose:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Always Already New: Media, History, and the Data of Culture (MIT
Press). Try to make book Always Already New: Media, History, and the Data of Culture (MIT Press) as your
close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make
you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with this
book.

Patricia Trevino:

This Always Already New: Media, History, and the Data of Culture (MIT Press) are usually reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this Always Already New: Media, History, and the
Data of Culture (MIT Press) can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than
just simple studying food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Always Already New: Media, History, and the Data
of Culture (MIT Press) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you
demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Joseph Cole:

You may spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Always Already New: Media, History, and
the Data of Culture (MIT Press) is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as
soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Ronnie Chaney:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. A substantial number of
sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Always Already New:
Media, History, and the Data of Culture (MIT Press).
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