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Seminar paper from the year 2009 in the subject Cultural Studies - Basics and Definitions, grade: 1,3,
Dresden Technical University, language: English, abstract: Be it in the business world, as a traveller, trying
to master a foreign language, or to teach it, nowadays we meet people of foreign cultures more frequently
than this was the case just 50 or even 100 years ago. Even though linguistic difficulties are often
surmountable through English as lingua franca, meeting people from cultures we are unfamiliar with bears
the potential for many misunderstandings. These in turn quite often lead to lack of understanding, conflict,
even political disaster, like in 2005 with the Danish caricature scandal involving the newspaper Jyllands
Posten, when a fundamentalist Muslim cleric from Egypt living in Denmark felt offended and ridiculed in his
religious beliefs by caricatures featuring Mohammed. The Islamic world thereby rallied to the case, and did
not only react with outrage and boycott, but with violent attacks, in the course of which 140 people lost their
lives and several hundred were injured.

Milder reactions, like rejection and hidden resentment are, however, the more common outcomes due to
intercultural misunderstandings. How otherwise would there be stereotypes mostly carrying negative
connotations, like the obedient Chinese, the superficial American, or the super-punctual German lacking
humor?

The Dutch anthropologist and cultural scientist Geert Hofstede suggests that the reason for such
misunderstandings is a culturally divergent, often concealed moral concept with a direct impact on human
actions and thinking. Hofstede has devoted himself to this issue and has developed a model based on a long-
time study, elucidating peculiarities of and differences between national cultures in comparison. Thereby
Hofstede classified national cultures according to five pillars, also called dimensions, which dependent on
the nation vary markedly and in his study are set in relation to each other.

The subject and the goal of this assignment is to present the main features of Hofstede’s Model of the Five
Dimensions of National Cultures. Following, the practical applicability of this model is briefly discussed.
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From reader reviews:

Gladys James:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be smart in
having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Cultural Dimensions: The Five-Dimensions-
Model according to Geert Hofstede book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Shannon Grant:

The experience that you get from Cultural Dimensions: The Five-Dimensions-Model according to Geert
Hofstede will be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Cultural Dimensions: The Five-
Dimensions-Model according to Geert Hofstede giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys
their point in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of
this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It
is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We suggest you for having that Cultural Dimensions: The Five-Dimensions-Model according to Geert
Hofstede instantly.

Gregory McCormick:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Cultural Dimensions: The Five-
Dimensions-Model according to Geert Hofstede e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
question Cultural Dimensions: The Five-Dimensions-Model according to Geert Hofstede as good book not
just by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its
protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Matthew Ibarra:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but additionally
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From the
book Cultural Dimensions: The Five-Dimensions-Model according to Geert Hofstede we can get more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book



Cultural Dimensions: The Five-Dimensions-Model according to Geert Hofstede. You can more pleasing than
now.
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