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In The Political Power of Bad Ideas, Mark Schrad uses one of the greatest oddities of modern history--the
broad diffusion throughout the Western world of alcohol-control legislation in the early twentieth century--to
make a powerful argument about how bad policy ideas achieve international success. His could an idea that
was widely recognized by experts as bad before adoption, and which ultimately failed everywhere, come to
be adopted throughout the world? To answer the question, Schrad utilizes an institutionalist approach and
focusesin particular on the United States, Sweden, and Russia/the USSR. Conventional wisdom, based
largely on the U.S. experience, blames evangelical zealots for the success of the temperance movement. Y et
as Schrad shows, ten countries, along with numerous colonial possessions, enacted prohibition laws. In
virtually every case, the consequences were disastrous, and in every country the law was ultimately repealed.
Schrad concentrates on the dynamic interaction of ideas and political institutions, tracing the process through
which concepts of dubious merit gain momentum and achieve credibility as they wend their way through
ingtitutional structures. He also shows that national policy and institutional environments count: the policy
may have been broadly adopted, but countries dealt with the issue in different ways. While The Political
Power of Bad I deas focuses on one legendary episode, its argument about how and why bad policies achieve
legitimacy applies far more broadly. It also extends beyond the simplistic notion that ideas matter to show
how they influence institutional contexts and interact with a nations political actors, institutions, and policy
dynamics.
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From reader reviews:
Bob Pratt:

The book The Political Power of Bad Ideas: Networks, Institutions, and the Global Prohibition Wave can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we |eave the best thing
like abook The Political Power of Bad Ideas: Networks, Institutions, and the Global Prohibition Wave?
Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many detailsfor us. Itis
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that,
you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Political Power of Bad |deas. Networks,
Institutions, and the Global Prohibition Wave has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big
function for you. Y ou can search the enormous world by open up and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

Sheri Reagan:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. Aswe
know that book is very important usually. The book The Political Power of Bad Ideas. Networks,
Institutions, and the Global Prohibition Wave has been making you to know about other know-how and of
course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book The Political Power of Bad
Ideas: Networks, Institutions, and the Global Prohibition Wave is not only giving you alot more new
information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to
read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book The Political Power of Bad |deas: Networks,
Ingtitutions, and the Global Prohibition Wave. Y ou never sense lose out for everything should you read some
books.

Jeffrey Barclay:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept The Palitical
Power of Bad Ideas: Networks, Institutions, and the Global Prohibition Wave suitable to you? The actual
book was written by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Political Power of Bad
Ideas: Networks, Institutions, and the Global Prohibition Waveis the main one of severa books this everyone
read now. This book wasinspired alot of peoplein the world. When you read this book you will enter the
new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all

of people can easily to recognise the core of thisbook. This book will give you agreat deal of information
about thisworld now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

John Lyons:

In thistime globalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. Y ou
can observe that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that



recommended to your account is The Political Power of Bad Ideas: Networks, Institutions, and the Global
Prohibition Wave this guide consist alot of the information in the condition of this world now. That book
was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to
explainit is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Hereis
why this book acceptable al of you.
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