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This book is a concise, readable introduction to the Greek author Thucydides, who is widely regarded as one
of the foremost historians of all time.

Why does Thucydides continue to matter today? Perez Zagorin answers this question by examining
Thucydides' landmark History of the Peloponnesian War, one of the great classics of Western civilization.
This history, Zagorin explains, is far more than a mere chronicle of the conflict between Athens and Sparta,
the two superpowers of Greece in the fifth century BCE. It is also a remarkable story of politics, decision-
making, the uses of power, and the human and communal experience of war. Zagorin maintains that the
work remains of permanent interest because of the exceptional intellect that Thucydides brought to the
writing of history, and to the originality, penetration, and the breadth and intensity of vision that inform his
narrative.

The first half of Zagorin's book discusses the intellectual and historical background to Thucydides' work and
its method, structure, and view of the causes of the war. The following chapters deal with Thucydides'
portrayal of the Athenian leader Pericles and his account of some of the main episodes of the war, such as the
revolution in Corcyra and the Athenian invasion of Sicily. The book concludes with an insightful discussion
of Thucydides as a thinker and philosophic historian.

Designed to introduce both students and general readers to a work that is an essential part of a liberal
education, this book seeks to encourage readers to explore Thucydides--one of the world's greatest
historians--for themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Shaun Richards:

The reason why? Because this Thucydides: An Introduction for the Common Reader is an unordinary book
that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes
the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So ,
it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will
give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Paul Steinbach:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Thucydides: An Introduction for the Common Reader
why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick
up this book.

Joseph Cole:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Thucydides: An Introduction for the Common
Reader or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly great a book,
you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially.
Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any
other book likes Thucydides: An Introduction for the Common Reader to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like here.

Anthony Bankston:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or
real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Thucydides: An Introduction for the Common Reader can make you



experience more interested to read.
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