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Galaxies are the building blocks of the Universe: standing like islands in space, each is made up of many
hundreds of millions of stars in which the chemical elements are made, around which planets form, and
where on at least one of those planets intelligent life has emerged.

Our own galaxy, the Milky Way, is just one of several hundred million other galaxies that we can now
observe through our telescopes. Yet it was only in the 1920s that we realised that there is more to the
Universe than the Milky Way, and that there were in fact other 'islands' out there. In many ways, modern
astronomy began with this discovery, and the story of galaxies is therefore the story of modern astronomy.
Since then, many exciting discoveries have been made about our own galaxy and
about those beyond: how a supermassive black hole lurks at the centre of every galaxy, for example, how
enormous forces are released when galaxies collide, how distant galaxies provide a window on the early
Universe, and what the formation of young galaxies can tell us about the mysteries of Cold Dark
Matter.

In this Very Short Introduction, renowned science writer John Gribbin describes the extraordinary things that
astronomers are learning about galaxies, and explains how this can shed light on the origins and structure of
the Universe.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Herman Nelson:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Galaxies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book is readable
simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
of Galaxies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) content conveys the idea easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different such as it. So , do you still thinking Galaxies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Maria Casillas:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Galaxies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) as the daily resource information.

James Collins:

Beside that Galaxies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) in your phone, it can give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here
is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have Galaxies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) because this book offers
to your account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's all about.
Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition
to read it from at this point!

Naomi Harris:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know everything
you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year ended up being
exactly added. This publication Galaxies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) was filled
regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book



which you wanted.
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