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Are ghosts, vampires, and other forms of “haunted presence” related to universal religious instincts? Are
emotions that play a part in religious ritual and narrative similar to those in classical works of Gothic fiction
such as Dracula, Frankenstein, The Turn of the Screw, and the tales of Edgar Allan Poe? Haunted Presence:
The Numinous in Gothic Fiction reveals the intersection of Gothic literature and contemporary theories about
the psychology of religious experience, positing that the two share the concept of the numinous, the human
response of awe in the face of the eternal.

           

Varnado offers a fresh and audacious analysis of the literature of the supernatural by employing insights
derived from the philosophy of religious experience. Ranging from the Gothic novel of the eighteenth
century to ghostly tales from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, Varnado frames ghost stories as
ontological challenge to the reader. The challenge is not in the form of philosophical proposition, however.
Rather it is in the form of feelings and emotions that maintain a connection with the sense of reality. It is this
area of reality that Rudolph Otto called the numinous—the feeling of the supernatural—that stands at the
center of Gothic literature.

 

An understanding of this unique category of experience, aligned with its associated concept of “the sacred
and the profane,” exposes the purpose of ghostly literature and demonstrates the enduring relevance of this
mesmerizing genre.
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From reader reviews:

Daisy Richardson:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever they
acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably
you will want this Haunted Presence: The Numinous in Gothic Fiction.

Jennifer Handler:

Why? Because this Haunted Presence: The Numinous in Gothic Fiction is an unordinary book that the inside
of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Gregg Spencer:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This book Haunted Presence: The Numinous in Gothic Fiction was filled in relation
to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Vickie Flores:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Haunted Presence: The Numinous in
Gothic Fiction to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation
about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it.
Beside that the book Haunted Presence: The Numinous in Gothic Fiction can to be your brand new friend
when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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