
Silent Covenants: Brown v. Board of Education
and the Unfulfilled Hopes for Racial Reform

Derrick Bell

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B000RKVY12
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B000RKVY12
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B000RKVY12


Silent Covenants: Brown v. Board of Education and the
Unfulfilled Hopes for Racial Reform

Derrick Bell

Silent Covenants: Brown v. Board of Education and the Unfulfilled Hopes for Racial Reform Derrick
Bell
When the landmark Supreme Court case of Brown vs. Board of Education was handed down in 1954, many
civil rights advocates believed that the decision finding public school segregation unconstitutional could
become the Holy Grail of racial justice. Fifty years later, despite its legal irrelevance and the racially separate
and educationally ineffective state of public schooling for most black children, Brown is still viewed by
many as the perfect precedent.
Derrick Bell here shatters this shining image of one of the Court's most celebrated rulings. He notes that,
despite the onerous burdens of segregation, many black schools functioned well and racial bigotry had not
rendered blacks a damaged race. Brown's recognition of racial injustice, without more, left racial barriers
intact. Given what we now know about the pervasive nature of racism, the Court should have determined--
for the first time--to rigorously enforce the "equal" component of the "separate but equal" standard.
By striking it down, the Court intended both to improve the Nation's international image during the Cold
War and offer blacks recognition that segregation was wrong. Instead, the Brown decision actually enraged
and energized its opponents. It stirred confusion and conflict into the always vexing question of race in a
society that, despite denials and a frustratingly flexible amnesia, owes much of its growth, development, and
success, to the ability of those who dominate the society to use race to both control and exploit most people,
black and white.
Racial policy, Bell maintains, is made through silent covenants--unspoken convergences of interest and
involuntary sacrifices of rights--that ensure that policies conform to priorities set by policy-makers. Blacks
and whites are the fortuitous winners or losers in these unspoken agreements.
The experience with Brown, Bell urges, should teach us that meaningful progress in the quest for racial
justice requires more than the assertion of harms. Strategies must recognize and utilize the interest-
convergence factors that strongly influence racial policy decisions. In Silent Covenants, Bell condenses more
than four decades of thought and action into a powerful and eye-opening book.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Brooks:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require something to
explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Silent Covenants: Brown v. Board of
Education and the Unfulfilled Hopes for Racial Reform to read.

David Waymire:

Silent Covenants: Brown v. Board of Education and the Unfulfilled Hopes for Racial Reform can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in
writing Silent Covenants: Brown v. Board of Education and the Unfulfilled Hopes for Racial Reform yet
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial
pondering.

Lois Hernandez:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer might be Silent Covenants: Brown v. Board of Education and the Unfulfilled Hopes for
Racial Reform why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Clarence Cavins:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it.
It is known as of book Silent Covenants: Brown v. Board of Education and the Unfulfilled Hopes for Racial
Reform. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could
possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must
aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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