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This ambitious work uncovers the constitutional foundations of that most essential institution of modern
democracy, the political party. Taking on Richard Hofstadter's classic The Idea of a Party System, it rejects
the standard view that Martin Van Buren and other Jacksonian politicians had the idea of a modern party
system in mind when they built the original Democratic party.

Grounded in an original retelling of Illinois politics of the 1820s and 1830s, the book also includes chapters
that connect the state-level narrative to national history, from the birth of the Constitution to the Dred Scott
case. In this reinterpretation, Jacksonian party-builders no longer anticipate twentieth-century political
assumptions but draw on eighteenth-century constitutional theory to justify a party division between "the
democracy" and "the aristocracy." Illinois is no longer a frontier latecomer to democratic party organization
but a laboratory in which politicians use Van Buren's version of the Constitution, states' rights, and popular
sovereignty to reeducate a people who had traditionally opposed party organization. The modern two-party
system is no longer firmly in place by 1840. Instead, the system remains captive to the constitutional
commitments on which the Democrats and Whigs founded themselves, even as the specter of sectional crisis
haunts the parties' constitutional visions.
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From reader reviews:

Deanna Nance:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled The Invention of Party Politics: Federalism, Popular Sovereignty, and
Constitutional Development in Jacksonian Illinois (Studies in Legal History). Try to face the book The
Invention of Party Politics: Federalism, Popular Sovereignty, and Constitutional Development in Jacksonian
Illinois (Studies in Legal History) as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel
alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Alma Brady:

In other case, little people like to read book The Invention of Party Politics: Federalism, Popular
Sovereignty, and Constitutional Development in Jacksonian Illinois (Studies in Legal History). You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book The
Invention of Party Politics: Federalism, Popular Sovereignty, and Constitutional Development in Jacksonian
Illinois (Studies in Legal History). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a
book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In
this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use
it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Elois Montgomery:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is The Invention of Party Politics: Federalism, Popular Sovereignty, and Constitutional
Development in Jacksonian Illinois (Studies in Legal History) this publication consist a lot of the information
of the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.

Ann Conley:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Invention of Party Politics:



Federalism, Popular Sovereignty, and Constitutional Development in Jacksonian Illinois (Studies in Legal
History) can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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