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In the first comprehensive study of the experience of Virginia soldiers and their families in the Civil War,
Aaron Sheehan-Dean captures the inner world of the rank-and-file. Utilizing new statistical evidence and
first-person narratives, Sheehan-Dean explores how Virginia soldiers--even those who were
nonslaveholders--adapted their vision of the war's purpose to remain committed Confederates.

Sheehan-Dean challenges earlier arguments that middle- and lower-class southerners gradually withdrew
their support for the Confederacy because their class interests were not being met. Instead he argues that
Virginia soldiers continued to be motivated by the profound emotional connection between military service
and the protection of home and family, even as the war dragged on. The experience of fighting, explains
Sheehan-Dean, redefined southern manhood and family relations, established the basis for postwar race and
class relations, and transformed the shape of Virginia itself. He concludes that Virginians' experience of the
Civil War offers important lessons about the reasons we fight wars and the ways that those reasons can
change over time.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Salamanca:

The book Why Confederates Fought: Family and Nation in Civil War Virginia (Civil War America) gives
you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase.
Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make examining a book Why Confederates Fought: Family and Nation in Civil War Virginia (Civil War
America) to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a
guide Why Confederates Fought: Family and Nation in Civil War Virginia (Civil War America). Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this reserve?

Bryan Rodriguez:

This Why Confederates Fought: Family and Nation in Civil War Virginia (Civil War America) is great e-
book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world
and get to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or
we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in
it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with
splendid delivering sentences. Having Why Confederates Fought: Family and Nation in Civil War Virginia
(Civil War America) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We
can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So
, this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Larry Brackett:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is Why Confederates Fought: Family and Nation in Civil War Virginia
(Civil War America) this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's
why this book ideal all of you.

Joseph Blackwell:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes



reading, not only science book but novel and Why Confederates Fought: Family and Nation in Civil War
Virginia (Civil War America) or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science publication, any other book likes Why Confederates Fought: Family and Nation in Civil War
Virginia (Civil War America) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like
this.
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