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Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1.0, Johannes
Gutenberg University Mainz (Department of English and Linguistics), course: The Rhyme and Reason of
American Poetry, 20 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Philip Freneau was one of the
most discussed poets of the late eighteenth century. On one hand he was celebrated as the “Poet of the
American Revolution” (Eberwein 191) or the “Father of American Poetry” (Stauffer 52), a journalist of
influence, a patriot and skilful writer, on the other hand he was forgotten for a long time. How did Philip
Freneau see himself? What were his targets and how did he try to reach them?

This paper examines Freneau’s look on his role as an author on his poetry and plans. What kind of influences
affected or promoted his career? Regarding his own poems “To an Author”, “The City Poet” and “To a New
England Poet” his description of an author’s life – and therefore his life – will become apparent.

Furthermore, a closer look on his contemporaries, the Connecticut Wits, especially Dwight, Barlow and
Bryant will display how independent and original Freneau’s writing was, and what kind of relationships he
had towards these American authors.

At the same time his relationship towards British poets is interesting: He thought he rejected most of their
writing; but was he really not influenced by them at all? Could it be that he sometimes even copied parts of
their work?

After having a short look on other intertextual influences like Greek mythology, verses from the Bible and
Classic forms, this paper will look back on his life in a retrospective way and analyse his attitude towards
himself. Did Freneau manage to reach his goals or did he lose sight of them?
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From reader reviews:

David Pell:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When
you read this About Philip Freneau - Targets and Self-Assessment, you could tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Susan Burroughs:

The publication untitled About Philip Freneau - Targets and Self-Assessment is the e-book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that they
share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of About Philip Freneau - Targets and
Self-Assessment from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Richard Pease:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this About Philip Freneau - Targets and
Self-Assessment e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can
be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty About Philip Freneau -
Targets and Self-Assessment as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one book that
can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!?
Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth
sense.

Jimmy Stone:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book About Philip Freneau - Targets and Self-
Assessment to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and
read it. Beside that the publication About Philip Freneau - Targets and Self-Assessment can to be your new
friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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