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The book has two aims. First, to examine the extent and significance of the connection between Hume's
aesthetics and his moral philosophy; and, second, to consider how, in light of the connection, his moral
philosophy answers central questions in ethics.

The first aim is realized in chapters 1-4. Chapter 1 examines Hume's essay "Of the Standard of Taste" to
understand his search for a "standard" and how this affects the scope of his aesthetics. Chapter 2 establishes
that he treats beauty in nature and art and moral beauty as similar in kind, and applies the conclusions about
his aesthetics to his moral thought. Chapter 3 solves a puzzle to which this gives rise, namely, how
individuals both accept general standards that they also contravene in the course of aesthetic and moral
activity. Chapter 4 takes up the normative aspect of Hume's approach by understanding moral character
through his view of moral beauty.

The second aim of the book is realized in chapters 5-7 by entertaining three objections against Hume's moral
philosophy. First, if morality is an immediate reaction to the beauty of vice and the deformity of virtue, why
is perfect virtue not the general condition of every human individual? Second, if morality consists of
sentiments that arise in the subject, how can moral judgments be objective and claim universal validity? And
third, if one can talk of "general standards" governing conduct, how does one account for the diversity of
moral systems and their change over time? The first is answered by showing that like good taste in
aesthetics, 'right taste' in morals requires that the sentiments are educated; the second, by arguing against the
view that Hume is a subjectivist and a relativist, and the third (chapter 6), by showing that his approach
contains a view of progress left untouched by any personal prejudices Hume himself might harbor. The book
concludes in chapter 7 by showing how Hume's view of philosophy affects the scope of any normative
ethics.
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From reader reviews:

James Davis:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Aesthetics and Morals in the Philosophy of David Hume (Routledge
Studies in Eighteenth-Century Philosophy) book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word
style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving
even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving Aesthetics and Morals in the
Philosophy of David Hume (Routledge Studies in Eighteenth-Century Philosophy) content conveys objective
easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Aesthetics and Morals in the Philosophy of David
Hume (Routledge Studies in Eighteenth-Century Philosophy) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading
book?

Carol Johnson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Aesthetics and Morals in the
Philosophy of David Hume (Routledge Studies in Eighteenth-Century Philosophy) publication written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the
book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Aesthetics and Morals in the Philosophy of David
Hume (Routledge Studies in Eighteenth-Century Philosophy) as good book not just by the cover but also
with the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Anna Snyder:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to be
examine. Aesthetics and Morals in the Philosophy of David Hume (Routledge Studies in Eighteenth-Century
Philosophy) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time
problems.

Debra Becnel:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Aesthetics and Morals in the Philosophy of
David Hume (Routledge Studies in Eighteenth-Century Philosophy) can give you a lot of buddies because by
you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person.



This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that
might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and
women. So , why hesitate? We should have Aesthetics and Morals in the Philosophy of David Hume
(Routledge Studies in Eighteenth-Century Philosophy).
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