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This book explores one of the great questions of our time: How can we preserve our sense of what it means
to be a person while at the same time accepting what science tells us to be true—namely, that human nature
is continuous with the rest of nature? What, in other words, does it mean to be a person in a world of things?
Alan Mittleman shows how the Jewish tradition provides rich ways of understanding human nature and
personhood that preserve human dignity and distinction in a world of neuroscience, evolutionary biology,
biotechnology, and pervasive scientism. These ancient resources can speak to Jewish, non-Jewish, and
secular readers alike.

Science may tell us what we are, Mittleman says, but it cannot tell us who we are, how we should live, or
why we matter. Traditional Jewish thought, in open-minded dialogue with contemporary scientific
perspectives, can help us answer these questions. Mittleman shows how, using sources ranging across the
Jewish tradition, from the Hebrew Bible and the Talmud to more than a millennium of Jewish philosophy.
Among the many subjects the book addresses are sexuality, birth and death, violence and evil, moral agency,
and politics and economics. Throughout, Mittleman demonstrates how Jewish tradition brings new
perspectives to—and challenges many current assumptions about—these central aspects of human nature.

A study of human nature in Jewish thought and an original contribution to Jewish philosophy, this is a book
for anyone interested in what it means to be human in a scientific age.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Gibbs:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Human Nature & Jewish Thought: Judaism's Case for Why Persons
Matter (Library of Jewish Ideas) book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will
find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Human Nature & Jewish Thought: Judaism's Case for
Why Persons Matter (Library of Jewish Ideas) content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you still
thinking Human Nature & Jewish Thought: Judaism's Case for Why Persons Matter (Library of Jewish
Ideas) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Lisa Lee:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Human Nature & Jewish Thought: Judaism's Case for Why Persons Matter (Library of Jewish Ideas), you
could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make
them reading a publication.

Kristen Blasingame:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare
time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
definitely Human Nature & Jewish Thought: Judaism's Case for Why Persons Matter (Library of Jewish
Ideas).

Ruth Vazquez:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the
top collection in your reading list is usually Human Nature & Jewish Thought: Judaism's Case for Why



Persons Matter (Library of Jewish Ideas). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you
closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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